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A new house is being built close to 
where I live, adding something 
interesting to see when I walk 
past with the dog. One thing 
that has struck me, however, is 
that nobody carries anything any more. They 
use a tele-handler to move bricks, cement and 
other requirements around the site. Similarly, 
deliveries are made with lorry-mounted cranes 
or piggy-back fork-lifts. 

The funniest thing I've seen was a driver with 
a stack of insulation panels on one of these fork¬ 
lifts. Of course, the top one was blown off by the 
wind. You would think it would make sense for 
them to at least carry these in by hand, as they 
weigh next to nothing. But no. No more hod- 
carriers - trainee brickies, I would have thought? 
It all looks so difficult - with everyone wearing 
plastic hats and reflective vests, even on hot days 
and, above all, the contant'beep-beep'when 
anything reverses and, of course, endless flashing 
lights. You'd think they'd all get migraines! 

Compare this with a eight-wheeler arriving on 
site with a load of bricks or sacks of cement when 
we were young. It would be'all hands to the 
pump'and off they would come and be stacked 
ready for use. Even after pallets had come into 
general use in the 1970s, there was still an awful 
lot of hand-balling. 

I remember my first load on a platform vehicle. 
Four tons of frozen butter from Cardiff to Mars 
at Hayes, Middlesex. Yes, butter, in cardboard 
cartons, weighing 281b or two stone each (my 
arithmetic might be a bit rusty after 40 years, but 
that's around 300 cartons at about 13kg each for 
you metric-minded people), and loaded on a flat! 
A few months later, my mate broke down on the 
Ml on a summer day with a similar load. Can you 
imagine standing on the hard shoulder, watching 
your load drip off into the gutter? 

Anyway, there I am at this cold store."You'll 


have to put it on your own pallets," - lucky I took 
some empties with me. So I had to stack all these 
square-shaped cartons, which couldn't be'tied-in; 
as you would with rectangular ones. I had to 
take them off a pallet on a fork-lift, only to stack 
them up again on another. In addition, they were 
obviously unfrozen when they were put into the 
freezer, as they had all settled into each other and 
had 'rounded bottoms; so they wobbled about a 
bit. Great. I put my grubby old sheet over them 
and roped them down as best I could; remember 
this was my first load like this. It frightened me 
to death on the first roundabout, when they all 
decided to lean over, but we made it to Hayes all 
right. 

But what a waste of effort, and that wasn't 
the only time, by any means. There was also the 
worry that if you did take the load on pallets, 
leaving your empties in return, especially at the 
docks, there would be an empty carton, neatly 
arranged in the middle of the bottom layer. So 
it was back to transferring them all next time. 
Guess what? no empty carton this time. "Didn't 
you trust us,'Drives'?"No doubt many readers will 
have similar or much worse tales to tell. Those 
good old, bad old days. At least by this time, full 
loads on a 40ft trailer would usually be loaded on 
the pallets. However, you can't help wondering 
whether it's all gone a bit too far the other way 
now... 

This issue is perhaps a little more colourful than 
usual, with more articles on rallies and other 
events, plus a museum and a greater proportion 
of recent pictures. I have a lot of rally reports from 
our regular contributors and readers waiting, 
which I will include as soon as possible, as I like 
to use as much ofwhat is sent in as possible. 

We have covered a wide range of vehicles,from 
motor-cycles to steam engines, pre-war coaches 
to skip lorries and lots in between. I hope this 
will meet with everybody's approval. If not, 


you'd better let me know or, better still, send in 
some older pictures and stories, as these really 
are the lifeblood of the magazine. Meanwhile, 
enjoy what's left of the summer. I can't think of a 
better way to read the magazine than sitting in 
a deckchair in the sun, remembering the good 
times and glossing over the bad. 

I have just heard that'Steve'Stevens-Stratten, 
the founding editor of this magazine, back in 
1986, has passed away after a short illness. I'm 
sure you will all join me in sympathizing with his 
family and friends at this sad time. We will look 
back on his years as editor in a future issue... 



A picture which rather proves the point made 
in the headline that yes, as Bedford said,you 
did see them everywhere. The photographer 
was recording a roadtest of the Bedford 
TK10 ton tractor and Scammell trailer, but 
got more than he bargained for, which also 
suits us. The TK artic, 942 CTM (Bedfordshire, 
1961), fitted with a Scammell coupling for its 
dropside trailer, part of the manufacturer’s 
test fleet, was probably being posed near the 
motorway bridge under the Ml, still quite 
new and newsworthy then, as a BMC LD van 
passed over, and a Bedford J7 rigid dropsider, 
2941 UR (Hertfordshire, 1961), loaded 
with paper sacks, overtook it, offering a 
comparison between the normal and forward 
control Bedfords of the day. (CHC abfl85) 



A picture from the next issue in our Road Haulage Archive series on Tate & Lyle Transport, which ties-in with what I’ve been going on about on this page. 
Here we have a picture taken at the company’s Wandsworth depot, with Foden DG six-wheeler, fleet no 129, HXA 397 (London 1946-8), being Loaded by hand 
with paper sacks of sugar, next to a Foden FG. What would that be, around 200 sacks, which must have weighed a hundredweight each, making up a load of 
12 tons or so, hand-balled by the two men? Then sheet and rope it down - all in a day’s work... 
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NEWCASTLE & GATESHEAD 
FIRE ENGINES PART 1 



Ron Henderson tells us about the development of this fire brigade's fleet during the post-war years. 


P rior to World War II, the fire service 
in Newcastle upon Tyne was 
operated by the city's police force, 
which also operated the street 
accident ambulances. At the end 
of World War II and the disbanding of the 
National Fire Service, the act that reformed 
the local authority fire brigades specified 

Top: Here is the first new appliance bought by 
the Newcastle & Gateshead Joint Fire Service. 
It was a unique design, which saved the 
authority some £2,000, by having the body 
constructed in-house.The concept, however, 
was not wholly successful, as the body was 
wider at the back than the front and the 
foam pump and tanks were Later removed 
and replaced by drums of foam compound. 

Right: Merryweather & Sons supplied three 
dual purpose fire engines based on AEC 
Regent III chassis. They could operate with 
or without the wheeled escape ladders. 

This was the first one, which carried a 60ft 
wheeled escape ladder, acquired second 
hand from the private fire brigade of Boots 
the Chemists, Nottingham. It cost an extra 
£19 for the special paint finish to conform 
with the colour scheme adopted by the 
brigade. 


that fire and ambulance services were no 
longer to be operated by the police. The 
act also recommended that fire authorities 
should consider merging with neighbouring 
authorities. 

Less than one mile from Newcastle Fire 
Brigade's headquarters, separated by the River 
Tyne was the Borough of Gateshead, which also 


operated a former police-fire brigade. It was 
decided to operate both brigades under one 
umbrella and thus, in April 1948, the Newcastle 
& Gateshead Joint Fire service was formed. 

Operating from three stations, plus a fireboat 
berth in Newcastle, and two stations at 
Gateshead, the fleet consisted predominantly 
of Leyland fire engines, purchased by both 
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boroughs before the war.The remainder of 
the fleet consisted of wartime standard fire 
engines. 

The first new fire engine, bought in 1951 by 
the joint fire service, was based on a Commer 
QX chassis, acquired for £1050 from local dealer, 
Minories, with the body and machinery fitted 
in-house by the fire service's own tradesmen, at 
a total cost of £3,000. Equipped as a specialised 
foam tender, with built in pump, the machine 
was designed to be used as a conventional 
pumping appliance when required. However, 


the pump and foam-making equipment was 
later removed and replaced by racks holding 
drums of foam compound. 

The next new appliance, delivered in 1952, 
was in total contrast.This was an up-to-date, 
limousine-bodied, diesel-powered AEC Regent 
from Merryweather & Sons. Costing £4,970, 
this one featured a midships-mounted 1,000 
gallons per minute pump, with controls on 
each side of the body, and a 60ft wheeled 
escape ladder dating from 1937, bought 
second-hand from Boots the Chemists, 


Nottingham for £60. 

A further two similar machines were acquired 
during the next two years, with the first one 
operating at Gateshead and the other two 
assigned to the Newcastle headquarters 
station, where they operated as a pair for over 
ten years, before going into the reserve fleet. 
For many years afterwards, the brigade based 
its fleet on chassis manufactured by the ACV 
Group, with equipment and coachworkfrom 
Merryweathers. 

By the time of the next order, Merryweathers 
had discontinued the Regent appliances and 
replaced the line with the new Marquis vehicle, 
based on a Maudslay Merlin 2 chassis, of which 
three were ordered between 1958 and 1961, to 
replace the pre-war Leylands. 

The two turntable ladders in the fleet were 
Leyland-based, one with a Merryweather 100ft 
ladder and the other with a 120ft German Metz 

Top: Newcastle & Gateshead’s first Maudslay/ 
Merryweather Marquis dual purpose fire 
engine, equipped with 50ft wheeled escape 
Ladder, was pictured on November 5th, 1967 
having been called out to a rubbish fire. ALL 
of the first three Newcastle Marquises were 
subsequently written off in accidents. 

Left: Three of Newcastle’s pumps pictured in 
1967, showing the brigades unique livery. 

The first in the Line is an AEC Mercury/ 
Merryweather Marquis pump escape with 
a second Marquis, but based on a Maudslay 
Merlin 2 chassis, behind. Just visible at the 
end is the Angus Fire-Armour AEC Mercury. 
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Above: The risks inherent in paint manufacturing ensured a response of six fire engines to all calls from British Paints’ Shieldfield works. Heading the 
Line up on one of the calls is the unique Fire Armour AEC Mercury appliance. At this incident, foam was brought to the scene in a wartime Fordson 7V 
drop-side Lorry, owing to the Commer foam tender being unserviceable. 



Above: The first of two Newcastle & 
Gateshead Joint Fire Service AEC Mercury 
appliances fitted with Merryweathers 100ft 
hydraulic turntable Ladders.This one was 
delivered in 1961, at a cost of £11.750 and 
operated initially in Newcastle before being 
transferred to Gateshead. 


ladder, the second tallest in the country.These 
were replaced by a pair of new hydraulic 100ft 
Merryweather ladders, on AEC Mercury chassis, 
delivered in 1961 and 1966.The 120ft ladder 
was prematurely withdrawn after it turned over 
during a training session, wrecking the ladders. 

More new Merryweather Marquis pumps 
were delivered in 1963, this time based on 
AEC Mercury chassis, with wheelbases of 13ft 
6ins, as opposed to the 12ft wheelbase of the 
Maudslays. In 1964, another AEC Mercury dual 
purpose fire engine was ordered, not from 
Merryweather, this time but from Angus Fire 
Armour, through the company's Newcastle 
office. When completed, its appearance was 
that of a deluxe Merryweather appliance 
and it remained the only example to be so 
constructed. 


Above: Pictured in 1967, this Leyland FK7 Cub major pump was one of three delivered to Newcastle 
in 1937 and, when pictured at the city’s East End fire station, was still in front Line service and as 
immaculate as when first delivered some thirty years earlier. Two of the trio, including this one, 
have fortunately survived. 


The city's emergency tender was a conversion 
of a wartime Fordson 7V hose layer and, when 
due for replacement in 1965, it was replaced 
by a large Dennis FI 07 vehicle but, in common 
with the other appliances in the fleet, this 
was powered by an AEC AV470 engine. It 
was equipped with a multitude of breathing 
apparatus and rescue equipment, together 
with a power winch mounted on the front. This 
appliance was frequently called to incidents in 
neighbouring county fire brigade areas. 

During the following decade, big changes 
were to occur and these will be described in 
Part 2. ■ 
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In its natural environment and seen tipping its Load of as dug’, this 
Scammell Himalayan dumptruck of Cawoods keeps the sand and gravel 
screens busy at the company’s plant near Knostrop, Leeds, around 
1968.These reserves became available as a result of opencast mining. 
Progress now sees this area as part of the motorway network. 


DUMPTRUCKS ON SITE 

Leo Pratt continues the 'construction site' theme of his photographic features 
with a selection of on/off-road vehicles. 


M ost construction sites 
involve 'muck-shifting' 
in one form or another 
and, before the advent of 
the modern six-wheeled 
articulated dumpers, we would utilise the 
services of the then popular on/off-road 
vehicles on our sites. 

These were built to contend with off-road 
site use, but could legally travel on the 
highway if necessary, which suited our 
requirements. 

Many of these types could also be found 
at work in quarries, sand pits and the like, 
the Scammell Himalayan being a popular 
choice, as some of these pictures show. 

Dumptrucks might be stretching the 
'Roadscene'title somewhat, but surely 
by now they would qualify as'Vintage'. 
Vehicles like these were also involved to a 
large extent in the building of our modern 
motorway system. 

These pictures show dumptrucks at 
work, some on my own sites and others I 
photographed locally. 



Above: Another user of the half-cab Himalayan was the National Coal Board. Engaged on the dirty 
job of shifting slurry, this one has just tipped its Load at the soon to be closed Primrose Hill Colliery, 
Swillington, in 1968. 
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Right: This rugged old adapted Atkinson, 
with registration BWT 584B painted on its 
front panel, is seen in use as a dumptruck 
with contractors McLachlan of Knotting Ley. It 
is pictured during the demolition of Mount 
Pleasant Colliery in Yorkshire, during March 
1974. 


Below: Not a working motor any more, but 
certainly Looking still capable of doing so, 

Leo says he had to include this unusual half- 
cab AEC Matador 4x4 dumptruck. Seen out 
of use near Selby during February 1977, could 
this one have had military origins? No doubt 
a shift on this one would have sorted out the 
men from the boys... 


Bottom: Blasted rock from the quarry face 
is seen being discharged into the crusher, 
courtesy of yet another ScammeLL Himalayan. 
This one was operated by Hinchcliffe’s at the 
company’s Jackdaw Ouarry, near Tadcaster, 
and seen in August 1982. 


www.roadscene.com 


September 15 11 













Above: Dumptrucks for hire were not all British and Yorkshire company 
FLockton Plant Hire Ltd ran some of these Russian-built‘Belaz’normal 
control six-wheelers. We understood that they were basic, but rugged 
and did the job. This one, registered HKX385N, was working in 
Pontefract when photographed in August 1975. 



Above: ‘Built for the job’, and Foden dumptrucks certainly were. This 
example was one of a fleet in use with Sir Alfred McAlpine, during the 
construction of the M62,east of the Al, and is seen tipping its Load near 
HensaLL in February 1983. 



kiirvMC RRj>S lEXCAVATlON^P 





(* * 





Hr- 

■i 

m 

1 J'Jm 


_ . ^ ’ >. 7 

mi 


1 J 


l 

1# j 


I Above: Mone Brothers (Excavations) Ltd, of Batley, operated this Perkins-engined Haulamatic, SYG 344R.This was another manufacturer of purpose- 
built dumptrucks which favoured the half-cab Layout.This one was seen on a muck-shifting job in Wetherby during August 1980. 
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1: A very popular type of on/off roader some 30-plus years ago was 
the air-cooled Maggie-Deutz. These motors not only Looked the 
part, they also did the job, as well as offering a Little more driver 
comfort. This example, GKH 941T, in the fleet of Wharton Plant Hire 
of Knottingley, is seen on site during summer 1981. 

2: Another Mone Bros vehicle, and quite an unusual one was this 
Czechoslovakian Tatra. If memory serves correctly, says Leo, this was 
powered by an air-cooled V8 diesel and had six wheel drive. She 
was also a ‘Left-hooker’. Seen on site during 1981, SWU 119W could 
certainly shift muck, and cope with overloads. 

3: Another ‘built for the job’ machine was the AEC 690 dumptruck. 
Developed during the early 1960s, it became a popular choice and, 
Later under British LeyLand ownership, production switched to other 
group companies.This FLockton Plant Hire vehicle was a ‘Scammell’- 
badged example, which was seen at Thorpe Arch in 1984. 

4: On a pipeline contract near Rotherham, in South Yorkshire, Leo 
says: “we hired this ex-NCB ScammeLL Himalayan, from Browns of 
Barugh Green, to shift muck around the site. She did this with no 
problems and is seen tipping another Load of spoil to the back-actor. 
This was a vehicle from around 1962, pictured in Spring 1989.” 
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The first often Metro-CammeLL bodied Guy Arab Vs delivered to 
Lanchashire United in 1960, fleet no 40,531 RTB,seen Leaving Bolton, 
with the Northern Counties body fitted in 1966, after an accident. En 
route to Warrington, the intermediate points, Win wick, Leigh and 
Newton, also appear on the desitnation display. (John Robinson) 



WHITHER AWAY? 


Bill Berry offers a discussion of the 'romance of the road'... 


A nd now for a bit of culture. 

('About.... time', I hear you 
mutter.) 

Act 1, Scene 1 of A Midsummer 
Night's Dream'by Shakespeare 
(that's William Shakespeare of Stratford- 
on-Avon, not Shakespeare's Transport of 
Aylesford). Hermia meets Helena, her rival for 
the love of Demetrius, and enquires of her: 
"God speed fair Helena. Whither away?" 

This phrase used to raise a schoolboy titter 
amongst us ignorant oiks as we pictured 
Helena'withering away'. Geddit? 

The question: "whither away?"and the 
apparent romance of travel has, however, 
always held a fascination for me, as I tried to 
imagine travellers'journeys. Where were all 
these people, be they in cars, on buses or 
driving heavy goods vehicles, actually going 
to and coming from? Nothing to do with me, 
of course, but it intrigued me. Stand on any 
motorway bridge and watch the constant 
stream of traffic in both directions; all travelling 
with a purpose but very few giving clues as 
to the details of their journey. Some give the 
game (literally) away by trailing their football 
team's scarves from their car windows and a 
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Above: ACrossLey-bodied LeyLand PD2 of Manchester Corporation, fleet no 3245, JND 646, now 
preserved with the Greater Manchester Transport Society, seen at a rally from the Museum 
of Transport at Cheetham, near where the Local BRS depot was, again with a comprehensive 
destination display. 
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Right: An example of the‘On Hire’sticker, 
which would appear on the windscreen of 
a sub-contractor’s coach, when operating a 
service on behalf of Yelloway of Rochdale. 


niis Kit is nut T*1id unless tin Driver possesses Instruction Mote issued and signed by the «b«e Company 


quick look at the sporting pages shows their 
goal, hopefully followed by some more from 
their team. 

Passenger transport vehicles, by the nature 
of their trade, display their destination to 
the public; little point in going somewhere if 
nobody knows about it. In former years, the 
amount of information so displayed by buses 
in particular was quite comprehensive, with 
a screen showing the major points of the 
route, alongside that showing the ultimate 
destination and it seems 
ironic that, in this age of 
instant communication, 
the amount of 
information displayed 
is much less than in the 
erstwhile dark ages. 

I can well recall the 
ritual, when travelling by bus in my native 
Manchester in the 1950s and '60s, of the 
conductor coming upstairs, just before the bus 
reached the terminus and, with the brusque 
order to 'Mind yer feet', unlocking a panel in the 
front bulkhead with hisT-key, before winding 
the blind to show the return destination. 

Salford Corporation helpfully fitted their 
double-deckers with elongated winding 
handles over the engine cover, to avoid this 


anti-social practice. With the introduction of 
one-person-operation, the information displays 
were truncated, presumably on the basis 
that the driver had enough to do at journey's 
end and the rear screens were even either 
eliminated or ignored, so that you no longer 
knew which bus you had just missed! 


The latest LED screens have seen the return 
of some intermediate information appearing, 
albeit in a rather unhelpful 'rolling'format, so 
that you actually have to study the screen for 
a while to see if your intended destination 
appears, but it's a step in the right direction, 
back to comprehensive data. One place where 
'via'screens endured longer than elsewhere 
was London, where the Routemaster outlived 
its regional brethren. The use of the same 


vehicles on the same routes obviously helped 
in this extension of life. The next generation of 
one-person-operated buses generally carried 
on the'all points'tradition, but sadly the latest 
generation 'Boris bus' has reverted to the 
'destination only'format. 

On the coaching side of the industry, again 
the long-distance operators 
proclaimed their routes, 
with Royal Blue in particular 
using side-boards (no, not 
sideboards) to tell would-be 
travellers where they were 
passing through en route. 
Yelloway Motor Services 
of Rochdale did so with side 'via' blinds and I 
recall the images conjured up of such places 
as Cheltenham and Bristol through which 
that AEC Reliance would pass on its journey 
to Torquay - images cruelly shattered when I 
actually visited these places, but never mind. 

In summer months, the use of extra vehicles 
on heavily-used services was widespread and 
there was something magical about that piece 
of yellow card affixed to the windscreen of 


ff I CAN WELL RECALL THE RITUAL WHEN TRAVELLING 
BY BUS IN MY NATIVE MANCHESTER IN THE 1950S ANB 
'60S. OF THE CONDUCTOR COMING UPSTAIRS. JUST BEFORE 
THE BUS REACHED THE TERMINUS 44 


Above: A Harrington Cavalier-bodied AEC 
Reliance of Yelloways, YDK 586, is seen 
returning to base on the X79 service. The‘via’ 
blinds can be seen above the side windows. 
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ff TOUR OPERATORS 
SUCH AS WALLACE 
ARNOLD AND SHEARINGS 
SIMILARLY USED PAPER 
OR CARD DISPLAYS IN THE 
WINDSCREEN 44 


a private-hire coach of a local operator with 
'Blackpool'or'Cheltenham'printed on it, or 
even the 'On Hire to Yelloway', to show that this 
stranger's vehicle was a temporary member of 
the family. 

Tour operators such as Wallace Arnold and 
Shearings similarly used paper or card displays 
in the windscreen, but on a more discreet 
level than their scheduled service cousins, 
presumably because their passenger collection 
process was more ordered and there was less 
likelihood of services being missed through 
lack of information. 

One of my earlier childhood memories is of 
a conversation, overheard at our local pick-up 
point of Makinson's Motor Coaches in Victoria 
Avenue East, in Blackley, between a coach 
driver and a puzzled traveller: 

"You going to Whitby?" 

"No." 

"You've got Whitby on the front." 

"Listen mate, I've got'India'on the tyres but 
I'm not going there either." (The old ones are 



Above: Seen recently in preservation, 100 VRL has a Harrington Grenadier body on a 31ft 6in 
AEC Reliance chassis. It was operated by Hawkey’s Tours at Newquay from 1964 until 1973. The 
destination display is Less comprehensive, but it’s still telling us where it’s going. 


the best, aren't they, Bill? - Ed) 

So the passenger side of the industry gives 
us much information, to envisage the journey 
upon which the vehicle is embarked, but what 
of the freight transport side? There is absolutely 
no reason why the road haulier should let us 
know where they are coming from or going to, 
indeed, there are very good security reasons 
why they should keep schtum, and apart 
from wishing to publicise his own network 
of trunk runs he has no need to tell us nor do 
we - unless, like me, we are nosy so-and-sos - 


usually have any interest in knowing. 

My childhood home was on a main road 
between Manchester and Rochdale, the latter 
being the home base of Wilkinsons Transport, 
whose grey and red-liveried vans, usually Guys, 
were a familiar evening sight, passing our 
house, en route to one of the locations listed 
on their sides, under the heading of'Nightly 

Services to..'.This convoy became a feature 

of our family evenings, with the oft-repeated 
phrase:"There go the Nightly Services". 

In later years, I lived in Hyde - then in 



Above: ASeddon 13-4 Luton van, powered by the usual Perkins 354, destined for the fleet of Wilkinson’s Transport (Bacup) Ltd, based in Rochdale, 
running on services throughout Lancashire and to the Midlands, Norwich and London.The List of depots shos where those‘Nightly services to...’would 
have been going. (Colin Chesterman collection) 
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Cheshire, now in Greater Manchester - a 
short distance from Wall's meat factory, in 
Godley on the A57. Wall's operated a nightly 
network of distribution vehicles and I would, 
on many occasions, while travelling home 
by bus from my office in central Manchester, 
see a double-manned AEC Mammoth Major, 
passing along the A57 towards Manchester 
with a small red on white plastic'Glasgow' sign 
in the windscreen. An evening stroll along the 
Stockport Road would often result in the sight 
of a Bedford TK on its way - according to its 
sign - to Stoke-on-Trent. 

My bus ride home from Manchester took 
me through the inner city suburb of Ardwick, 
home of the well-known (in Manchester at 
any rate) Apollo theatre. Far more entertaining 
to me than anything put on in that august 
building were the serried ranks of heavy goods 
vehicles from all parts of the country, parked 
on waste land behind the theatre, their drivers 
being accommodated in the row of once- 
splendid houses along Hyde Road, which were 
now transport'digs'. What romantic images I 
would conjure up of the journeys undertaken 
by those lorries, as they plied their trade, before 
ending up linked in communal rest in the 
north-west. 

The archetypal company, as far as revealing 
details of a vehicle's journey was concerned, of 
course, was British Road Services. Its area codes 
were further refined by the addition of the 
vehicle's home depot on the side rave or van 
side, and it was exciting to see a 'foreign'wagon 
on the streets of Manchester, 
its area code different from 
the indigenous C2. 

My local general haulage 
branch was in Cheetham, and 
was adjacent to a yard operated by McKelvie 
and Co of Glasgow. This element of sub-depots 
went against my'romance of a journey'theory; 
little point in my fantasising about a route 


Above: The well-regarded Devon-based company, Brian Harris, ran a fleet of ERFs, including this 
E14, F513 MAD, now preserved.The Livery actually included Lettering showing the route of the 
operator’s main services. 


over Shap and through Lakeland scenery, if 
the lorry was only going down the road to 
Cheetham Hill! Still, at some point it must go to 
Scotland so perhaps not too wild a daydream. 

MSO MY OWN JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE HAS BEEN 
TOUCHED AND. TO SOME EXTENT. GOVERNED BY THE 
ROMANCE ASSOCIATED WITH TRAVEL. 4 4 

On a personal level, I had a pal whose uncle 
drove for electronics giant Marconi, out of 
Weston-super-Mare, in what was then the 
distant South-west. If said uncle had deliveries 


Above: Here is the well-known Leyland Octopus 22.0/1 dropside, as now preserved, sporting the 
depot code 3D, fleet no 733 and, just to make sure, the depot name on the side boards. 


in the Manchester area, he would stay at my 
pal's house and I was in awe of this traveller 
from afar, with his trusty steed parked on some 
land down the road. 

Our neighbour's husband 
drove an Atkinson Borderer artic 
for a paper-producing company, 
'Inveresk'in Salford and did a 
nightly'kiss and turn' run up to 
Carlisle. Another childhood mate's dad drove 
a Leyland Octopus for Crown Wallpapers, out 
of the company's factory in Blackley village, 
and I thought this was the ultimate in exciting 
careers; the open road, the variety, the ever- 
changing scenes. I knew little and cared less 
of the hardships that were on the other side of 
this rose-tinted view! 

So my own journey through life has been 
touched and, to some extent, governed by 
the romance associated with travel. It does, 
it is said, broaden the mind. Judging by the 
size of some of the drivers I have encountered 
in my career, it is not only the mind which is 
broadened! It certainly gives one a different 
perspective on one's own'backyard'and let's 
one see both the nice and less nice parts of the 
country. 

As I travel up and down the motorways 
and A roads, I am still entranced by that old 
question: "Whither away?". If I were to ask 
I would probably be told that I too should 
"wither away", although perhaps not in those 
terms... 
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GUYS IN DAYS OF YORE 


Don Williams recalls his years, 1948-1952, at the company's London Service Depot in Porteous Road, 
Paddington, and his earlier, less satisfying, acquaintance with army Ants. 



Above: This Guy Ant, fitted with a tank body, was part of a fleet of vehicles called the‘Oueens Messengers Convoy’, sponsored by the American Committee 
for Air Raid Relief to Great Britain. The idea was to take aid, including food, to badly hit areas, for which a number of military-style vehicles were 
provided. (CHC aab748) 


Y es, I am keen on Guys, but I must 
tell you the truth about Ants. As 
an army fitter I had, as it were, 
"cut my teeth" on them. 

For some reason, the army 
pronounced the words 'Guy' and 'Ant' 
together, as if they rhymed with'Giant'! 
Perhaps this was just as well, as some recruits 
(fortunately?) never realised the vehicle was 
indeed a Guy. The Ant was immensely strong 
and could stand a lot of army misuse, but with 
very little weather protection and the coarsest 
of driving characteristics, it was not loved like 
the Bedford 15 cwt, which was replacing it. 

However, there were large numbers in use 
throughout the war and, being very much 
part of military history, it is surprising so few 
have survived in preservation. As late as 1944, 
Ants were employed for driving instruction at 
REME Arborfield, where it was held that, if one 
could drive an Ant, one could drive anything. 

Another place teeming with Ants was the 
Army Radio School at Gopsall Hall, near 


Nuneaton, but at Gopsall, the Ant's wireless 
bodies were much too heavy, as well as too 
high, resulting in a disastrous tendency for the 
vehicle, when coasting downhill, to get into an 
irrecoverable steering wobble, which could, 
and too often did, end in turning over. It was 
the equivalent of the dreaded spin on some 
early aircraft! 

From a fitter's viewpoint, however, the 
worst thing about the Ant was the framework 
on which the'cab', if this is not too grand a 
word, was built. It was of small angle steel, on 
which mostly flat steel sheets were bolted to 
welded nuts. In principle, it was a good idea 
that body panels could easily be replaced 
but, unfortunately, the designers (I believe 
they were at the War Office, not Guy) had 
not foreseen that, after some use on rough 
ground, the twisting motion of the chassis 
resulted in the cab frame 'winding up' like a 
spring. 

In practice, when the bolts holding the 
panels were successively removed, one would 


hold one's breath waiting for the loud bang, 
which indicated the shearing of the last bolt(s) 
and everything flying out of line! Replacing 
the panel would then entail much use of 
tommy bars to strain things back into position. 
While doing this, one said a silent prayer for 
the next man to try to take off the panel. 

Anyway, at Christmas 1947, homeward- 
bound on a troopship, I was feeling secure in 
the thought that I had seen the last of both 
Ants and the army, but soon being in need of 
cash, the New Year saw me looking for a civvy 
job. Fate had decided that I had not quite 
finished with the Ant: there were some civilian 
long wheelbase'VixAnts'around, and I was 
certainly not finished with Guys. 

I was steered towards the good Guys at 
Porteous Road Paddington, London. Just after 
the war, this was the place fairly accurately 
portrayed in the Jack Warner film,'The Blue 
Lamp'. When next the film is shown on 
television, have a good look, because Guy 
Motors was in the centre of things. Today, it 
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Following successful trials by the War Office in 1935 of a vehicle 
designed to carry a 15 cwt load over rough terrain, Guy secured 
an order for 500 which were named the ‘Ant’. Subsequent orders 
for these and a 4x4 version, the Ouad-Ant, and an armoured car, 
plus other two and three-axle lorry chassis meant that, by the 
end of the war, around 13,000 vehicles had been supplied to 
the War Office. (Robin Hannay collection). 


seems like another world. 

Coming out of REME and the Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment (Wolverhampton men 
were well-represented in the latter), I decided 
not to return to structural engineering, 
where I had served an apprenticeship as 
draughtsman with Dorman Long, mostly on 
military work including, long before D Day, the 
Mulberry Port. 

So, on the off-chance of a job, I called at 
the garage of John Lewis, the department 
store. No, they said, there were no vacancies 
for fitters, but they telephoned Guy Motors, 
which supplied some of their fleet and were 
told to "send him round". This was the start of 
four years with Guy, which in later professional 
mechanical engineering, I came to regard as 
essential practical experience. 

Guy's standards were high and the work was 
much more varied than you would find in the 
motor industry today. We still scraped white 
metal bearings by hand and, for example, 
hand-rivetted crown wheels to diff cages. 

Engines were changed in a day by one fitter 
and a mate,using our own tools, although Guy 
provided the crowbars and hand-operated 
crane. Even the government acknowledged 
it as hard physical work, in giving us an extra 
bread ration, but it was also real engineering 
and it stood me in good stead. I Above: A preserved 1941 Guy Ant with wireless truck bodywork seen at a military display at Duxford. 
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Above: This Guy Wolf van, KLC 780, fitted with a Meadows diesel engine, has been preserved in its original John Lewis livery. 


It amazes me today that many professionals 
have the cheek to call themselves'engineers' 
when they have never touched hot metal or 
held a spanner in their hands... Sitting in front 
of a computer screen is no substitute for it and 
I suspect that one need look no further for the 
cause of some of the engineering disasters 
which have occurred in 
recent years. 

len Medlam, Guy's 
London Service Mananger, 
was a good boss, who 
knew the job and the 
customers and also 
had a sense of humour. 

Furthermore, once one had shown willingness 
to'pull one's weight', he also knew when to 
turn a blind eye to the occasional 'homer'we 
all engaged in! 

Almost every fitter in those early post-war 
times was, or aimed soon to be, one of the 
elite car-owning class and I was no exception. 

I soon invested £20 in a worn-out 1926 Austin 
Seven, with the intention of doing a complete 
restoration and using it to travel to work. With 


some help from Cyril Podger, the machine 
shop foreman, and Fred the welder, the job 
was done in record time and, in due course, I 
drove the car (transformed now from a saloon 
to an open tourer) to the Porteous Road Depot 
and parked it in the yard at the front, near the 
office. 


P PIT AMAZES ME TODAY THAT MANY PROFESSIONALS HAVE 
THE CHEEK TO CALL THEMSELVES ‘ENGINEERS’ WHEN 
THEY HAVE NEVER TOUCHED HOT METAL OR HELD A 


SPANNER IN THEIR HANDS... 

In the evening, I went to get in and there on 
the dash was an enormous Guy transfer of the 
sort we put on new buses before delivery. At 
that moment, the office window flew open 
and Len Medlam called out:"There's more Guy 
than Austin in that thing, so I thought we'd 
better finish the job!" It is not difficult to be 
loyal to such a man. 

What of the other characters? Too mnay 
to describe, but there was Doug Steel, a 


remarkable fitter, from whom I picked up the 
specialist tricks peculiar to Guys: Doug had 
been on motor torpedo boats and was a 'born' 
problem-solver. Archie Grice, much older, was 
a midland craftsman of the old kind. If he had 
not liked your face, he would have told you so, 
but underneath was a warm, lovable character. 

Then there was Bob Butler: 
'Irish Bob', to differentiate 
him from foreman Bob 
McVeely, who in response 
to inevitable leg-pulling, 
adopted the role of a'stage' 
Irishman. His favourite 
greeting in the morning 
was:"B'jabers, oi'll punch the first man who 
gets aggressive here"(!) but Bob was another 
friend who stays in the memory, like Bill 
Willoughby, Don Pattinson (ex-Popski's Private 
Army), Vic Fowler and many others. 

Paddington in those days had a lot of 
decaying mews property, infested with car- 
sharks, cashing in on the post-war demand 
for cars. Guy Motors'management had the 
difficult task of keeping these unsavoury 


44 
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characters at bay. It must have been difficult, 
because they used to come to the stores, 
ostensibly as they had a right to do, for non¬ 
specific items such as nuts, bolts and gasket 
materials, but actually in the hope of getting 
car jobs done, unofficially, in return for'the 
dropsy', in other words, a tip or baksheesh. The 
'hounds', as they were known locally, were not 
above using mashed potatoes to quieten a 
noisy gearbox and 'clocked' cars as routine but, 
by today's standards of criminality, were fairly 
harmless. 

Not surprisingly, my first job at Guy was one 
nobody else wanted. It was a filthy, decrepit 
vehicle, which had been in the shop for ages, 
since its owner had been revealed as unlikely 
to pay his bill. Noticeably, several other fitters 
had started, but not finished, work on it and I 
knew I was on a loser because someone had 
chalked on the side: 'No dropsy - just aches 
and pains"! 

However, things improved rapidly and there 
was a lot of interest in the work. The London 
Depot was well situated for Guy's business, 
since it was near the most reputable and 
biggest bodybuilders, such as Park Royal and 
Duple, and more or less en route from Fallings 
Park to the London, Tilbury and Southampton 
docks, so we handled a lot of new chassis and 


finished vehicles for delivery to customers. A 
high proportion of these required last-minute 
modifications, which we did either in the 
depot or on the bodybuilders'premises. 
Visiting Weymanns, at Addlestone, suited 
me best, as I then lived only a mile away at 
Weybridge and it gave me another hour in 
bed. 

Much of the new building was for export 
and many of the exported PSVs emphasised 
Guy's pre-war claim of being at the forefront 
of innovation. Buses for abroad were usually 
much wider than was legal on British roads 
and passenger handling was often very 
advanced. Brazil took a big consignment of 
half-standee buses, in which the conductor sat 
at a console, built into the division between 
the standing and sitting sections. Passengers 
entered the standing section at the rear 
through remotely operated doors, then paid 
their fares theatre-fashion, while the bus was 
moving, before joining their seats and exiting 
at their destination from the front. 

All of the heavier PSVs had engines from 
Gardner, which was a make which gave us very 
little trouble, except when grossly misused 
or, as experienced once by myself, actually 
sabotaged by a disgruntled ex-employee of 
the Guy customer, this being something of a 


detective story. 

The most advanced new Guy I encountered 
for the UK market was a catering special 
for VIP gatherings. It was of astounding 
quality complete with bar, lounge and 
kitchen, which one would associate with a 
first class hotel. While working on it I could 
not help wondering how the customer had 
obtained permission to buy it, when most 
manufacturing companies were allowed only a 
fraction of their need for Guys. 

This virtual rationing of new vehicles 
inevitably gave rise to two unnatural effects. 
Firstly, we did total rebuilds of old vehicles, 
such as the three I did for the Ever Ready 
company, which sent in their most worn Guys 
for us to restore to new standards. It was good 
to see them driven out, indistinguishable 
from new, but this work would be considered 
utterly uneconomic today. 

Secondly there was a great deal of 
breakdown work because of over-employment 
and over-loading. Many of the breakdowns 
were because of broken road springs, a 
dirty job and a cold wet one in bad weather 
but, oddly, there was never a shortage of 
volunteers to do this in the City of London, the 
streets of which then, as now, usually crowded 
with people going about their business. When 



Above: An important customer in post-war years was J N Zarpas of Lagos, Nigeria. This 19ft 6 in wheelbase Arab Mk 3 had a 5LW engine and pre-selector 
gearbox. It was one of a batch delivered in 1951, with Park Royal 57 seat bodies having entrances at the front and rear. Note the oil-bath air cleaner 
mounted on the front bulkhead. Zarpas was taken over by Lagos Municipal Corporation. At a later date, the Rule of the Road in Nigeria was changed to 
Left hand drive. This is the sort of export vehicle which would have passed through the Guy Motors London depot. (Robin Hannay collection) 
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Above: The chassis of this Left hand drive, 14ft 9 in wheelbase Vixen passenger chassis, could have passed through the Guy Motors London depot on its 
way to the docks for export. The type was popular in various European countries, many receiving attractive Local bodywork, Liket his example with a full- 
front body, neatly incorporating the Guy radiator. (Robin Hanny collection) 


I eventually went out on one of these City 
breakdowns the reason dawned! Lying in the 
gutter, under the stricken Guy, one could not 
fail to observe thousands of pairs of nylon- 
clad legs, shuttling between their offices and 
London Bridge Station! 

The bulk of the shop work of the depot 
was, of course, on the Meadows-engined 
commercials, such as the Vixen and Wolf. The 
only recurring fault with the Meadows engine 
was the minor one of leaking water pumps, 
but this led to any fitter not fully-employed 
being put to reconditioning pumps. It was a 
boring job, often suspected as being a form 
of punishment. However, Guy Motors, very 
much to its credit, never lost interest in its 
earlier production and most spares were in 
our stores, even for the oldest. Any parts not 
held were soon obtained from Fallings Park or 
made without fuss in our own machine shop. 

One ancient visitor for repair was an early 
1920s meat delivery lorry owned by the firm 
Arney. It had the strength appropriate to its 
trade, its chassis being the standard RSJ-style. 
Arney's Guy seemed, as far as I could tell, 
to have no rolling bearings anywhere in its 
construction and, when once I stripped its 
rear axle, I found even the hubs ran on bronze 
bushes, lubricated via copper pipes from the 
oil bath in the diff casing.There was no self¬ 
starter and it took several of us on a rope to 
get the big petrol engine started. The driver 


told me he never switched it off between 
coming on duty and going home. 

Other notable visitors were occasional 
Star and Sunbeam cars, both makes being 
a joy to work on and, as chassis. Sunbeam 
trolleybuses, Guy having an interest in all 
these. One of the most peculiar Guys I ever 
saw was a one-off special, which Fallings 


Park built to transport lead ingots. The need 
to carry a great weight of very little volume 
resulted in a most unlovely Guy, with a nasty 
hunched-up look and a bonnet like a snout. 
When it first appeared at the London Depot, 
somebody called out: "Ugly Pig"and the 
name stuck. Well at least it maintained Guy's 
tradition of naming its vehicles after animals! 



I Above: A 1920s Guy, now preserved, similar to the type of vehicle which Don Williams had to work 
on around 1950. (Roy Dodsworth) 
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Keith Kitching tells us about the Scarborough Fair Museum - nothing to do with 
Simon & Garfunkel, but well worht a visit... 



Above: In shed two can be found the museum’s Line-up of motorcycles which includes a 70cc 1958 BSA Dandy, a GPO BSA Bantam, a 1913 225cc Triumph, a 
1931 350cc Douglas, as well as other interesting vintage and classic two and four wheeled vehicles and fairground rides. 


R egular readers of this magazine 
may remember reading the 
stories of my days working (and 
playing) in transport and my 
other bus and coach-related 
articles, which were published in Vintage 
Roadscene between 2010 and 2012. Readers 
may also remember that I own RHN 548, 
which is a 1952 Austin/Plaxton 14 seat coach 
and my home is at Scarborough. Storage for 
the owner of any classic commercial vehicle 
is always a problem and, after ten years of 
storing my little coach at a friend's farm, he is 
now retiring and selling up. 

For a couple of months I was panicking and 
I even thought I might have to sell the coach, 


until a certain Mr Graham Atkinson rang me 
to say that I could use one of his farm sheds 
to put my coach in. Like all of this magazine's 
readers, I am a transport enthusiast and, just 
down the road from where I live is a privately 
owned museum collection, which I think 
would have an interest for you all. 

It just happens to be owned by the same 
Graham Atkinson and as a way of saying 
thanks to him I have put together a few 
words with some photographs and I think 
most of the readers will be surprised at what 
you read and see of this hidden gem on the 
North Yorkshire coast. This unique museum 
once won an industry award for being a 
'hidden gem'and it still is! 


If you are visiting North Yorkshire and you 
are travelling on the A165 road between 
the holiday resorts of Scarborough and 
Filey, you can't fail to notice the various 
Caravan Sites and Holiday Parks along the 
seven mile route. One of the larger ones 
which is situated just over four miles south 
of Scarborough and accessed from the 
roundabout beside the Plough Inn and the 
Filey Service Station is the family-owned 
'Flower of May Holiday Park'. 

Completely separate from it, although set 
in the same scenic grounds of the Flower 
of May Holiday Park, you will find The 
Scarborough Fair Collection museum and 
both are well signed from the A165.The 
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Right: A Line up of pre-war cars with a 
Morris 8 Tourer and Saloon closest to the 
camera. Others include a 1929 Morris Cowley 
‘Bullnose’,a 1936 LanchesterTen and a 1935 
HiLLman Minx. 


local Atkinson farming family own several 
Holiday Parks around the area and for one 
member of this family, Graham Atkinson, 
old Fairground Organs,Traction Engines and 
anything vintage have always been the loves 
of his life. 

However, Graham wasn't aware until a 
few years ago just how his affection for 
steam and vintage mechanical things would 
eventually turn into a collection which is 
now one of the largest of its type in Europe. 

Graham Atkinson is well-known 
throughout the world of vintage fairground 
attractions, as well as at steam fairs across 
the country, for his immaculately turned out 
traction engines and mechanical organs. He 
is also known and well-respected locally for 
his charity fundraising, using his showman's 
engines and mechanical organs to help raise 
money for a good cause. At Christmas, to 
have a large showman's engine all lit up and 
one of the mechanical organs playing carols 




in Scarborough's town centre is magical. 

It was back in the 1980s, when Graham 
purchased his first steam engine and a 
mechanical organ, which was destined 
to be the start of his unique collection. It 

Right: A view Looking along shed two with 
an assortment of old cars, motorcycles and 
fairground exhibits. The Large fairground ride 
at the end is the Golden Gallopers ride made 
byTidman & Son, of Bishop Bridge Ironworks 
at Norwich, probably in 1893. 

Below: What a Line-up of veterans. From the 
Left a 1912 Flanders Twenty from the USA 
(bought new by an Indiana Studebaker dealer 
called John Shelby. Passing through several 
owners and eventually imported into the UK 
in 1991, it has only driven 6,700 miles from 
new) a Daimler and a Stanley Steam Car from 
the UK and on the right a French Unic London 
Taxicab. 










turned into a passion, which has completely 
took over his life and, when the world 
famous'Munich Oktoberfest' organ became 
available, he dropped everything and 
travelled to Germany to secure its future in 
his collection. 

When the opportunity to purchase one 
of the most famous showman's engines of 
them all,'The Iron Maiden', came Graham's 
way this also proved to be irresistible. The 
Scarborough Fair Collection is a name 
which was soon to become well known to 
vintage fairground enthusiasts throughout 
the world. Graham continued to purchase 
exhibits for his collection and a new storage 
building completely separate and away 
from the holiday complex was built to house 
them. 

Soon his collection had grown to such a 
size, with a mix of all sorts of exhibits, that 
it could become part of a new heritage and 
entertainment venue in its own right. To 
bring the story up to date, the collection 
is housed in three large inter-connecting 
sheds and is still expanding, with more 
exhibits being added to it on a regular 
basis. What started out as a collection of 
fairground exhibits has now a feel of a 

Right: In the back corner of shed two is an 
interesting vintage motoring display. A 
1946 Jowett Bradford van and a Standard 
Convertible are two of the vehicles, alongside 
the three wheeled DOT, AA service vehicle. 
Hiding in the shed are a Ford Model T and 
an Austin Seven. The motoring memorabilia 
completes the scene. 



I Above: A view across the bottom end of shed two with the various veteran and vintage vehicle 
exhibits and a glance through the half open door into shed three. 
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Right: A fine pair of vintage Fire Engines. On 
the Left is a 1926 Morris-Commercial and on 
the right is a 1934 LeyLand. 


first class transport museum as well. The 
collection is looked after by a small team of 
museum staff, who are assisted by a band of 
dedicated enthusiastic volunteers. 

Graham has collected and still is collecting 
vintage fairground attractions and rides, 
classic and vintage commercial vehicles, 
tractors, cars, motor-cycles and motoring 
memorabilia. Various sized scale working 
models and even a miniature railway steam 
locomotive and carriages have been added 
to the museum's exhibits over the last 
couple of years. 


Above: Tucked in alongside the old ‘dodgems’, this is the ‘Moonraker’, a 
1939 Scammell Showman’s Tractor which was previously owned by the 
Edwards family of Swindon. 


Above: Vintage Tractors are also exhibited throughout the museum. 
These two are a pair of pre-war Fordsons, posed to remind us of the 
work carried out with machines like these by the Land Army Girls 
during World War II. At the Left hand side of the picture can just be seen 
the front of a 1920s Austin Tractor. 



Above: The 1913 Burrell Showman’s Locomotive,‘His Lordship’, 1918 Garrett Showman’s Locomotive,‘Princess Maud’and 1920 Fowler Showman’s Road 
Locomotive‘The Iron Maiden’. Originally this engine was named‘Kitchener’and changed its name to The Iron Maiden in the 1950s, when it had a starring 
role in the comedy film of the same name. 
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Above: A David Brown tractor on the Left and 
a Foden steam wagon on the right. In the 
centre with a 1930s Morris Minor saloon is 
another motoring memorabilia display and a 
Look back into shed two. 


Above: A Ford Anglia and BMW Isetta 300 
Lead the way in this view along shed three, 
with the 1950s Austin Car children’s ride, 
once part of the Edwards of Swindon touring 
fairground. 

The museum's fairground collection 
consists of several showman's engines and 
traction engines, plus the 1937 Scammell 
showman's towing tractor The Moonraker', 
which was previously owned by the Edwards 
family of Swindon. The Tidman 'Golden 
Gallopers'fairground ride of Chipperfield's 
Circus fame, several other vintage fairground 
rides, fifteen mechanical organs, two 
Wurlitzer theatre organs and much more. 

The majority of the transport exhibits are not 
permanently asleep in the museum, as they 
are road legal and taken out on occasions. 

It would be easy to spend at least half a 
day looking at and riding on the vintage 
fairground rides and viewing the transport 
exhibits, as well as enjoying a relaxing snack 


in the museum's cafe and bar area. Sit and 
listen to the sounds of the mechanical 
organs and the mighty Wurlitzer organ being 
played in the museum's spacious ballroom, 
or even get out of your seat and have a 
dance on the spacious dance floor. There is 
also a'safe'area to'park'the little ones. 

With plenty of parking facilities, the 
Scarborough Fair Collection is open to the 
public from Wednesday to Sunday, from 
March until the 1 st of November, but is 
closed Monday and Tuesday, except for 
Bank Holiday Mondays. Guided tours of the 
museum can be arranged and, for more 
information on events and forthcoming 
attractions at the museum, either visit the 
website www.scarboroughfaircollection.com 
or ring 01723 586698. 
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Left: A 1930s Morris Minor saloon alongside 
a period motoring display and a farm 
stationary steam engine. 
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A CLASSIC CASE 

The end of July saw one of the largest gatherings of classic cars in one place, in the UK. The Silverstone 
Classic strapline is 'Rocking and Racing' - this year Status Quo was the headline act - but as Malcolm 
Bates confirms, there's an increasing 'Vintage Racescene'element to the event too, with period buses 
and commercial vehicles also playing a part in recreating the atmosphere of times past. 



L et's assume you've made it. 

You've turned your back on your 
obligations and sold the family 
firm to foreign investors for a pile 
of cash. Or you've successfully 
laundered your drugs money and now you 
own huge chunks of UK real estate which 
is now worth even more thanks to all the 
foreign investors needing somewhere to live, 
when here in the UK. What to do with all that 
dosh? 

Horses are a good way of losing lots of 
money. Especially racehorses. Power boats? 
Yep. They cost a packet to buy and drink vast 
quantities of fuel, that's for sure. But you 
have to be fit - and brave - to ride a horse. 
Boats? You are obviously going to be getting 
very wet. And cold, probably. But the big 
downside is, as with several other very 
expensive hobbies and pastimes, for most 
of the time, you're not going to be visible to 
admiring crowds of'ordinaries'-those of us 
who can only aspire and dream. 

So what we are looking for here is a hobby 
that's fun, has a hint of danger, but retains 
the element of being expensive enough 
to ensure that not any Tom, Dick or Harriet 
can take part. What like Formula One motor 
racing? Well, a bit like that, but as a patron, 
or investor, you'll almost certainly be too 
old, portly, or slow to actually take part. 
Classic Motorsport, then? Spot on. 

You're thinking that my professionalism 
as a journo has been compromised by 


Above: ‘Ding, ding, hold very tight please’. 
While Routemasters never ventured as far 
north as Silverstone - although Green Line 
did once run past Brands Hatch - these 
classics provided an essential service around 
the circuit throughout the event. 

Left: There’ll be another one along in a 
minute! Only colour photography confirms 
this picture of an open staircase double deck 
bus and a bunch of soggy passengers wasn’t 
taken in the 1960s. 
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Left: Coach class. Hants & Dorset Bristol/ 
ECW provided more luxurious travel ferrying 
journos and VIPs from one free lunch to the 
next. And why not? 


Below: You might think chip oil would go off’ 
after 50 years, but no... While Lacking the style 
of the Matchbox model Commer, this real 
Life example helped feed spectators over a 
busy weekend - even the rain gave the whole 
experience a period feel! 


my jealousy, perhaps ? Spot on again! The 
Silverstone Classic is now very much 'a 
show' put on by those with the resources 
(I mean the cash) so the rest of us can just 
stand and gawp. What used to be called 
'Clubman Racing'- which was then a sort of 
code word for drivers who were probably 
never going to be good enough to be a 
professional, driving cars that were no 
longer competitive - was always fun. 

All the more so, I used to think because 
it was populated by characters and often 
historic cars that provided some added 
'colour'to the black and white TV world of 
the 1960s. Every once in a while, you might 
glimpse a famous - or once famous - name 
still slogging it out, purely because they 
were hooked on the thrill of speed, the smell 
of Castrol 'R', or the prospect of spending 
the night in the back of an old van on a wet 
night in the paddock before the big race 



COfFi 



Above: Ah that’s more Like it! This is a real Life version of the classic Matchbox Commer ice cream 
van in the pink. Younger readers need to note that‘Mr. Whippy’was a brand of ice cream and has 
nothing to do with any member of the Houses of Parliament. 


tomorrow. Or something. 

Single-seater racing used to be like that. 
But that era ended when James Hunt finally 
took the leap into the bigtime. Today? 
Formula One is a money-making machine 
and for a whole bunch of reasons, the fans 
are pushed as far away from the drivers, cars 
and mechanics as is possible. It's no longer 
possible for a young aspiring racing driver - 
like I once thought I was - to wander around 
the pits asking endless questions, or getting 
to hold some spanners while a driver and 
sole mechanic wrestle to change an engine 
in a muddy paddock, as I once did at Brands 
Hatch. Or is it? 

ADDING PERIOD AUTHENTICITY 

While the Silverstone Classic is held at the 
very same venue that hosts today's glitzy 
British Grand Prix - and has sadly imposed 
more and more silly restrictions as the event 
has got more popular - it remains one of 
the best places in which to absorb, not only 
the racing cars of the past, but also many 
of the other'accoutrements'of racing like 
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Vintage 

Racescene 



Above and below: With the iconic Ecurie Ecosse transporter now tucked away in a private collection in the USA, the stylish Marshall-bodied BMC 
transporter once used by the BMC competition department at Abingdon is now king of the paddock. Let’s hope it stays in the UK, eh? 
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1: Another sort of Lotus Ford? This freshly rebuilt 400E van wasn’t actually the same one as used by Lotus - but it’s a very faithful‘recreation’. 

2: The restoration story was detailed in this panel.‘Rust’featured strongly in the story. 

3 : This is historic bookseller - and avid photographer - Steve Tappin and he’s showing us a copy of his latest book of photographs taken in the 1960s 
and early’70s of what might be described as‘Vintage Pitscenes’.The photo on the Left shows a racing car transporter in Laystall Livery. Steve’s Looking 
through his archives for a front view and will hopefully be writing an article about his photographic exploits at race tracks around the UK and Europe in 
Vintage Roadscene shortly. 

4 : The American way. This rare Diamond T cab-over’featured a real AC Cobra on the Loadbed - but it was the transporter that drew the crowds! 

5 : The Prisoner Lives! Mini Moke was a real crowd pleaser parked up in paddock. 


a beaten-up service van, or suitably period 
racing car transporter. And this being Britain, 
rather than America, it is a 'r-a-c-i-n-g car' 
transporter remember, not Yace car'. 

The desire to not only have a desirable 
car - or cars - with which to parade around 
the track, but also some suitably-period 
wheels to park-up in the paddock is very 
much the latest thing amongst those 


well-healed types we were being jealous of 
earlier. A road-going Jaguar E-Type to match 
your stable of as-new E-Type 'Lightweights' 
is okay, as long as it's an early flat-floor 
roadster with correct hardtop. But an XK150 
is better. A vintage Bentley is still one of 
those cars that can draw a crowd anywhere, 
but increasingly, the sort of kit that really 
gives a pit area classic status is? Well, it's - a 


classic commercial vehicle. 

One of my favourite aspects of the 
Silverstone Classic? It's on for three days, but 
Friday - like Goodwood used to be before 
it got so full of itself - is far more relaxed 
and informal. And less crowded. Which 
means there was plenty of time to ride 
between various points within the in-field 
and the new pits, known as 'The Wing', on 
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a whole fleet of classic Routemaster buses. 
Free! And even though I had a Media Pass 
that enabled me to hail a chauffeur-driven 
SsangYong - yeah, really - to ferry me from 
one part of the track to another, riding on 
a Routemaster was far more fun. Like, can 
you remember when you last jumped off 
the open rear platform of a double-decker 
while it was still moving without getting 
an ear-full of'elf and safety'? Thankfully, I 
still have the knack, it seems. Pure'Vintage 
Roadscene'stuff. Brilliant! 

Sadly, while we've been robbed of the best 
historic racing car transporter of all time - 




Above: In the right Ghia? If you had the 
model versions as a kid, you’ll be pleased 
to know this is what the real Volkswagen 
Karmann Ghias Looked Like.‘Eyebrow’model 
was Later version. 


Left: And one more for Corgi collectors? We 
all had a diecast model Bentley Continental 
Flying Spur, but this Lucky boy has the real 
thing - and it’s a two door version, too. 


Below: Vintage Trackscene. MGA and Mini 
Cooper head out of pit Lane to do battle 
during a rainy practice session. 


the iconic Ecurie Ecosse Commer/Alexander, 
as modeled by Corgi - the Marshall-bodied 
BMC transporter has survived - and was at 
Silverstone.There are also some excellent 
're-creations'to take the Silverstone 
paddock back 40 or even 50 years. The star 
turn this year? Not racing car transporters 
but how about classic fish and chip vans? 
Seriously. The biggest lorries - such as eight 
wheelers - were naturally the first to gain 
classic status and you could argue that lowly 
five ton BMCs and Commers only tended 
to become interesting to restorers once 
the supply of restorable Leylands, AECs, 
Fodens and ERFs had dried up. But that 
doesn't reflect the fact that, in truth, the real 
'Vintage Roadscene'was probably made up 
of far more'medium weights'than premium 
multi-wheelers. 

NEW MARKET FOR CLASSIC VANS? 

But what about the light commercials? 

Vans and pick-ups using car components 
naturally had a high attrition rate as they 
were often flogged to death long before 
they became'collectable'. But what about 
the larger mid-range panel vans from the 
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Above Left: Not a Rover that would have featured in a period roadscene photograph, but something of a Legend amongst Rover‘P6’fans. This is one of 
two surviving factory-built V8-powered racers built initially for rallying, but then modified for saloon car racing. If only British Leyland hadn’t killed off 
the competition department... Above right: These three on the other hand would probably feature over several decades! Mark 1 Cortina - it’s actually a 
Lotus version - Mark 1 Escort and ‘Shovel Nose’ Mark 2 Escort RS2000 would all be sought-after by generations of‘boy racers’, they still are! 


Rootes Group, BMC and later, the parcel 
vans from Bedford-Hawson and Ford- 
Spurling? When did you last see a restored 
example of those? 

Had you visited the Silverstone Classic this 
year, you'd have seen half a dozen or more, 
all centre stage in use as mobile catering 
vans. And over in the paddock was a freshly- 
restored Ford 400E in Lotus colours. It's not 
the actual van once used by Lotus back 
in the days when the company was still 
based in Cheshunt, but it's a very faithful 
'recreation'. Other pit garages were carefully 
littered with period motorcycles and 
scooters - there's a BSA 'Goldie' (Goldstar). 
Over there is an early Vespa. And while it's 
unlikely many 1940s and 1950s American 
pick-ups made it to these shores at the 
time, there are several dealers who are now 
sourcing suitable examples for use as'pit 



Above: The‘Sub Zero’ Logo might belong more to episodes of‘Top Gear’than ‘Vintage Roadscene’, but 
never mind - this Late 1940s Chevy pick-up illustrates the ‘Rat Look’ perfectly. It’s a mix of our ‘Barn 
Find’and‘Rolling Restoration’, but Less subtle and already causing countless Volkswagens on this 
side of the pond to be sacrificed. 



Above: Last of the Line? What will happen when fairground contractors run out of British-built 
Lorries? This Paccar-era Foden was one of several Lined up in traditional fashion around the fun fair 
at Silverstone. 


wagons'The only condition to be seen in is 
what is referred to as'Rat Look' - most have 
been fully restored, then had the paintwork 
skillfully attacked and allowed to grow a 
'distressed' lightly-rusted finish. 

And over there is... One of the biggest 
crowd pleasers of the entire event. No, not 
the immaculate AC Cobra on the loadbed of 
the transporter - the actual transporter itself 
- a 1940s Diamond T'cabover'. When a 'rat 
look truck'can outshine an immaculate cult 
sportscar legend like an AC Cobra, you know 
interest in old commercials is on the up. 
Maybe the time has finally come to restore 
that rusty Austin Three-way van, or Commer 
Walk-Thru'. The classic car racers and event 
management companies need them for 
transporters and fish and chip vans! 

Who says old commercials only have a 
limited appeal? 
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Mike Forbes has selected some 
more classic shots from the Hodge 
Stilltime collection, showing 
different Bedford lorries and vans 
which were very popular with many 
different operators over the years... 


I 've used a version of Bedford's well-known 
advertising slogan quite deliberately.There 
was a time it was true. Bedfords were used by 
many different operators in all sorts of roles. 
Here we have pictures of vehicles at shows, 
on test from the manufacturer and in service, 
including some in later life. 

Bedfords were relatively cheap to buy and run, 
easy to drive, sturdy but lightweight and would 
carry as much as a more expensive heavyweight, 
especially if overloaded - at one time the 
manufacturer boasted how its vehicles could cope 
with gross overloading, something which would 
not be at all acceptable today, of course. 

Several of the vehicles seen here on test were 
diesel-engined, at a time when probably most 
Bedfords still ran on petrol, with many operators 
taking a while to see the benefits of running lighter 
vehicles, as opposed to heavy lorries and buses, on 
diesel fuel. 

Bedfords continued to be used by many 
companies, both large and small, for many years. 

It is true that it took the company perhaps longer 
than it should have to provide a tilt-cab, making 
access for maintenance easier, while the loss of 
military vehicle contracts was another contributory 
factor, but it is remarkable how the market seemed 
to suddenly turn away from Bedford, as well 
as Ford, during the 1980s, whereupon General 
Motors took the decision to'throw in the towel'. 

Many people remember Bedford vehicles with 
affection, having relied on them and enjoyed 
driving them earlier in their careers - as, indeed, 

I have myself. It would be reasonable to suggest 
that, at one time or another in the past, a 
significant number, if not the majority, of small 
- and maybe not so small - companies built up 
their businesses using - and probably abusing - 
Bedford vehicles. 

Vauxhall-Bedford was always very publicity¬ 
conscious, perhaps thanks to its American 
overlords, so there are plenty of pictures of 
Bedfords in the Hodge Stilltime Collection and we 
could probably come back again for more in the 
future. But for now, let's enjoy a glimpse of what 
was going on and where Bedfords fitted into the 
picture... 
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Above: The KM was a later and heavier model 
in the Bedford range, although not really 
a maximum weight vehicle, as that was 
never a major part of Bedford’s market. This 
skip-loader was photographed on the Edbro 
stand during the build-up of the Commercial 
Motor Show around 1970. It was destined for 
a haulier and waste disposal company based 
in Widnes.That was a rather large capacity 
skip, which might have made the 16 ton gross 
vehicle overweight if filled. (CHC aaa487) 

Left: This refuse collection vehicle in the fleet 
of the City of Bath, seen during the mid-1950s, 
Looks as if it had already had a hard Life. Based 
on an ‘OL’ chassis, AGL 78 (Bath, 1948), with 
integral bodywork most Likely by Glover, Webb 
and Liversidge, was Loaded from a step at the 
rear, against a barrier, which ejected the Load 
at the tip. (CHC aae079) 

Right: This Bedford ‘M’Type tipper, lettered for 
East Barnet Urban district Council, looks brand 
new, especially in comparison with the rather 
battered, older ‘WTi; FMY 940 (Middlesex, 
1957) on the Left and Fordson 7V on the right. 
The vehicle was probably undergoing its ‘Pre- 
Delivery Inspection’ or PDI, as the picture was 
in a sequence with others taken at Lawson 
Pigott Motors, of Barnet and Hammersmith, a 
VauxhaLL-Bedford dealer once well-known for 
refurbishing older and ex-military vehicles. 
(CHC abb051) 
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Above: Bedfords were always popular with Local authorities, offering good value for money 
medium-duty vehicles. Fleet no 129 with the City of Stoke-on-Trent was a diesel-engined‘TA’ 
tipper, 135 AEH (Stoke-on-Trent, 1956) with the Later sidelights on top of the front wings, and what 
Looks Like a factory wooden tipper body, with those typical Bedford squared-off rear wings. Those 
greedy-boards’ Look as if they might have been fitted to ensure none of the Load fell off, rather 
than increase the capacity.The vehicles unladen weight of 2 tons 18 cwt 1 qr meant it could Legally 
travel at 30 mph,as shown on the fuel tank. This would not have been very important for the Local 
council, but the Lettering was a legal requirement in those days. 

Added interest here is that the Bedford is being Loaded by the council’s own cable-operated 
Chaseside Loader, based on a Fordson Major tractor, fleet no 303, NVT 49 (Stoke-on-Trent, 1949). The 
picture offers a good idea of how such machines operated. (CHC aak761) 



Above: Another Local authority Bedford, another TA tipper, but a Longer wheelbase model, CHG 772 
(Burnley, 1954), fleet no 32 of Burnley Corporation Transport Department. This seemed to cover a 
Lot of departments, appearing on the doors of many different types of vehicle. This Bedford Looks 
as if it was at some sort of waste transfer station, and in danger of the 5-tonner’s high-sided body 
being overloaded rather easily. (CHC aaul46) 


















sag! 



Right: Another motor show picture, from 
the mid-1960s. This is a Bedford TK, with 
a factory-approved conversion to a 17 ton 
gross 6 x4 chassis-cab. At just over £2,500, 
compared with £1,500 for the four-wheeled 
‘heavy-duty, fixed-side tipper next to it, there 
was quite a large extra investment to recoup 
from the enhanced payload and performance 
achieved. That Looks Like a sectioned’ HA van 
under the plastic sheet in the background. 
(CHC aak017) 

Below: This an early post-war view of a 
wartime OX tractor unit, ACK 691 (Preston, 
wartime), of Lancashire Petroleum Deliveries, 
based in Preston. It is coupled to what Looks 
Like a single compartment frameless tank 
semi-trailer, probably made by ScammeLL, 
along with the automatic coupling. The 
sequence of pictures includes Atkinson, 
ScammeLL and LeyLand tankers, and boxes 
being unloaded into the shed from where 
this tanker is being loaded, so ‘LPD’ seems 
to have had varied transport and storage 
interests. Does anyone Local remember more 
about this company? (CHC aan708) 




Below: In the Last Scenes Past on Bedfords, in the October 2013 Vintage 
Roadscene, we saw an early post-war picture of a Bedford OWL in the 
fleet of fruiterer and greengrocer, Gerrards.This shot was taken at the 
same time, showing a slightly Later ‘OU LMV 816 (Middlesex, 1945-6), 
parked in a similar position. The majority of the company’s vehicles in 
this series of pictures taken in the Covent Garden area, had this style 
of tilt-covered body. Prominent in the windscreen is the ‘C’ Licence disc, 
showing this own account operator’is limited to carrying the company’s 
own goods. 

Coming into the picture from the Left was a well-used Looking Morris- 
Commercial 10 cwt Series II, FXC 665 (Lodon, 1939), still with a wartime 
headlamp mask fitted, while passing on the right is a van, converted 
from a Hudson Big Six saloon, BXV 340 (London, 1935), according to Nick 
Georgano, which was a common way to overcome wartime commercial 
vehicle shortages. (CHC aam224) 
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Above and right: Here is a diesel-engined 25/35 cwt integral van 
with Hawson bodywork and TA-style frontal metal-work, RMJ 765 
(Bedfordshire, 1956), complete with rather stylish wrap-around 
screens, which contrast with the more utilitarian rear end, seen 
making its way through the centre of Luton, and undergoing brake 
testing on a deserted country road, as was usual in those days. 
Imagine trying it now... (CHC abb970/965) 

Below: Many people tend to refer to Bedford CA vans, especially 
the passenger-carrying versions, as ‘Dormobiles’. Well this one, 

SKJ 647 (Kent, 1953), pictured during a road test, actually carries a 
Dormobile badge under its split windscreen. There are no interior 
shots to confirm it, but it Looks Like what we’d call a ‘mini-bus’, 
rather than a ‘motor caravan’ - or camper’, to use the modern idiom. 
Notice those semaphore indicators in the front wings - a real 
period feature. (CHC aax918) 
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Right: Using the same style of cab as the‘S’was the smaller capacity 
‘C’Type, which could be recognised by its smaller road wheels. Here, 
diesel-engined 991 BTN (Newcastle, 1957), of John Forman Ltd, of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,with a tilt-covered body is being Loaded. (CHC 
aav627) 

Below: Another real period piece. When did you Last see a baker’s 
van on a delivery round? This Bedford CA had a rather more radical 
conversion than the Dormobile. Based on a chassis-scuttle, the 
coachbuilt body offered a bigger and nicely squared-off Load space 
for racks to hold trays of bread and cakes. The driver has a sliding 
door, for ease of access, but swing doors at the rear, not the shutter 
we might expect, but he Looks happy enough, striding off to see 
his customers in the high-rise blocks - Leaving all the doors open 
- those were the days. Hawley’s of Birmingham obviously ran a 
sizeable fleet of Bedfords, Like SOA442 (Birmingham, 1955). 

The Ford Anglia E494A, LAY 440 (Leicestershire, 1954) parked to 
the rear in the surprisingly quiet street, although only sporting 
a single windscreen wiper, can just be seen to have been fitted 
with a spotLamp, mirrors on the doors, those ear’style flashing 
indicators and a permanent‘parking Lamp on the roof above the 
‘B’ post. Remember when parked cars still had to show Lights when 
parked on the road at night? Using the sidelights would quickly 
drain a six volt battery... (CHC aau378) 




Left: A different type of vehicle in the Hawley’s 
fleet was this ‘TA L based van, also sporting a 
coachbuilt body - but quite different to the 
Hawson-bodied example seen on test. UOG 
838 (Birmingham, 1956) had the same sliding 
driver’s door and swing doors at the rear, but 
was in a different Livery - trade rather than 
retail, if the van was delivering to the pub or 
nearby shops - or was a change to a brigher 
colour scheme in progress? 

The circular sign above the door is a neat Little 
advertising slogan which says: “When it’s time 
to have a bite - have a sandwich.” Notice the 
Little girl perched precariously on her bike, 
talking to somebody in ‘The Cheylesmore’ pub. 
How our ideas of keeping children safe from 
harm have changed... (CHC aau381) 
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Above: Staying with the van theme, we Look as 
if we’re back at Lawson Pigott,with another 
new vehicle being readied for delivery. This 
time it’s a Bedford PC van, which shows what 
a complete change the CAwas to be.There 
are Lots of interesting details to be seen in 
the somewhat haphazard-looking forecourt 
was obviously shared with a transport 
company called Burrows, with wide-ranging 
interests, from travel agency to removals. 

(CHC abb050) 


Left: Hall & Co was a big user of Bedfords for 
many years. Here, its fleet no 2723, a 1960 
Croydon-registered YOY 940, a diesel-engined 
‘SA’with the Later-type grille, is coupled to 
a trailer with two conical tanks for carrying 
bulk Lime for mortar. (CHC aay351) 


An earlier Bedford in the Hall & Co fleet was 
an ‘OST’tipper, with a steel body, FRK 927 
(Croydon, 1946) The driver is‘trimming’the 
Load of ballast he has just taken on from 
the hopper in the background with a shovel. 
Shades of‘Hell Drivers’, eh? (CHC aau756) 
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Above: Here’s an interesting fleet of Bedfords, seen in the mid-1950s, Lined-up for the camera. They were operated by W Groom Ltd, timber importers and 
joinery manufacturers, of Spalding, Lincolnshire. On the Left are two early‘S’Types - there are no ‘diesel’ badges, No 1 is a dropside rigid, No 2 on the far 
Left could be an artic. They are registered GDO134 and 224 (Holland, Lincolshire, 1953). In the doorway is a Bedford ‘OSS’artic, DDO 96, dating from 1949, 
while on the right is a 1948 ‘OL’ rigid, CDO 321,which might have been painted in a slightly Lighter Livery. ALL carry the ‘Bedford Drivers’Club’ BDC round 
blue badges and C licence discs in their screens. 

The OSS artic is loaded with Long wooden boxes, as used by fruit, vegetable and flower wholesalers, which are marked ‘Ernest Broadbelt Ltd, Manchester, 
obviously products of Groom’s workshops. In a similar way, I can remember the cream and red Bedfords of Jewson’s Lowestoft works, where my 
grandfather was a foreman, Leaving with high Loads of new wooden boxes for the Likes of Schweppes. (CHC aax930) 



Left: All sorts of companies, Large and small, 
relied on Bedford tippers. This wartime 
‘OWST’, JEH 945 (Stoke-on-Trent, 1942) was in 
the fleet of Burslem & District Industrial Co¬ 
operative Society, and appears to have been 
(well-)used to deliver coal to its yard. The 
range of vehicles, Largely VauxhaLL-Bedford 
based, which this Co-op ran in different 
departments was amazing - a subject for 
a future Scenes Past feature, perhaps. (CHC 
aax542) 


Below: The photographer was recording a 
roadtest of the Bedford TK10 ton tractor 



and Scammell trailer, but got more than he 
bargained for, which also suits us. The TK 
artic, 942 CTM (Bedfordshire, 1961), fitted 
with a Scammell coupling for its dropside 
trailer, part of the manufacturer’s test fleet, 
was probably being posed near the motorway 
bridge under the Ml, still quite new and 
newsworthy then, as a BMC LD van passed 
over, and a Bedford J7 rigid dropsider, 2941 
UR (Hertfordshire, 1961), Loaded with paper 
sacks, overtook it, offering a comparison 
between the normal and forward control 
Bedfords of the day. (CHC abfl85) 


Above: Here’s something different, a Bedford ‘OU with a forward control cab conversion, 
resembling those produced by George Neville of Mansfield, but this one doesn’t Look as if it 
tilts for maintenance. CRY 941 (Leicester, 1938), seen being Loaded with concrete slabs, doesn’t 
seem to have moved far away, judging from the telephone number on the door, but it has 
obviously covered piety of miles and could certainly do with a new set of tyres. (CHC abe351) 
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Allan Bedford concludes his history of the fondly-remembered coach company, 
bringing the story up the end of World War II. 



Above: The former Timpson’s Coach Depot in Torwood Street, Torquay, now a Bowling Alley, seen in February 2015. 

F rom the early 1920s, the company 
produced a pocket-sized guide, 
detailing the resorts and race 
meetings served. At least two of 
these timetables were issued each 
year, with the first around Easter, which were 
available from the company's appointed 
booking agents. They continued to be issued 
until the 1960s, often with the newest fleet 
member depicted on the cover. 

Timpson's took over two of the numerous 
small Torbay operators, Cosy Cars, in 
November 1928, followed by Court Cars, in 
February 1929. The famous fleet of Grey Cars 
were bought in February 1930. 

Grey Cars was formed in 1913 as the South 
Devon Garage and Motor Touring Company 
Ltd, and was soon known for their fleet of 
'Grey Torpedo Cars'. The fleet on acquisition I Above: A typical example of one of the Lancia charabancs acquired from a Torbay independent's 
was composed of 15 speedy Italian-built repainted and given fleet no 153, perhaps operating for one brief summer before disposal. 
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Right: A Line up outside the StockweLL and 
Oxford high class furniture store in Croydon. 
Three 1933 Brush-bodied AEC RegaLs, with 
fleet no 351, DY 7351, in front and an earlier 
example are preparing to Leave on a staff 
outing. 

Lancia charabancs, very popular throughout 
the UK during this period. Indeed, Timpson's 
had purchased three 26 seater Lancias, fleet 
nos 98-100, DY 4573-5, in 1927, which had 
been transferred to Torquay by this date. (We 
apologise that a number of these Hastings 
'DY' registrations were wrongly quoted as 
'DV'in part 1 - Ed) 

The Grey Cars name and livery were 
retained. A fleet of new AEC Mercury and 
Ranger normal control all-weather coaches 
was bought. A large two-level garage and 
coach station in the latest Art Deco style 
was built inTorwood Street,Torquay. Two 
subsequent purchases of small operators 
in the area, at St Mary Church and Newton 
Abbot, strengthened the company's 
operations further. 

In spite of this huge investment, the Devon 
General Omnibus and Touring Company 
Limited, by then under BET control, with 
financial help from the GWR and Southern 


Above: A Line-up of coaches parked on Ramsgate Harbour in 1935 outside the Oueens Head. A 
chauffeur awaits his master beside the gangplank, before departing in an example of the then 
revolutionary new Chrysler Airflow. The Timpson coach second Left is a 1928 Leyland PLC1 Lioness, 
fleet no 112, DY 5024, which was traded in to AEC, Southall in November 1935. 


Railway, bought the Grey Cars business in 
November 1933. The sale of over 30 vehicles 
included all the Mercury and Rangers, some 
carrying Timpson's livery. 

Even after this sale, Timpson's retained its 
Catford to Torbay service during the summer 
months. This was still operated over 30 years 
later travelling via Bournemouth, Honiton, 
Exeter and Newton Abbot. 

A rival South London independent, 
Sandfords Express, with a depot in Crayford, 
was purchased in 1929. Its burnt orange- 


liveried fleet were known as'safety coaches', 
offering day trips in the season to Margate, 
Ramsgate, Brighton and Hastings, with pick¬ 
up points between Woolwich and Dartford. 
Race meetings at Hurst Park, Gatwick, 
Kempton Park, Windsor, Folkestone and 
Lewes, were also offered. 

The company had started business as 
greengrocers and fruit merchants, with a 
main store in the Broadway, Bexleyheath 
being one of the key pick-up points. The 
fleet was retained separately for a time. 


eiww 


with at least two Dennis charabancs being 
transferred from Timpson's fleet. Three 
Tilling Stevens B9A coaches, new in 1927, 
enjoyed a ten year spell with Timpson's, 
despite the company's preference for the 
AEC Regal. 

Sandfords retained its greengrocery 
business, owning four shops in the 1950s 
and '60s period. In 1961, the company's two 
Bedford OL produce wagons, which used to 
collect from Borough Market, were replaced 
by a new Bedford TK, 143 PKT. All of these 
continued to carry the burnt orange livery. 

Further pick-up points north of the river 
were gained by the purchase of Bookings 
Ltd, of N16, with its Stamford Hill,Tottenham 
Coach Station, in 1931. Additionally, a new 
depot was opened in East Ham. 

Expansion on the A3 Portsmouth Road 
express services was achieved, when Solent 
Line was bought in 1933. This purchase 
included four further Regals, two of which 
enjoyed a long life following the fitting of 
new coachwork. 

The final pre-war acquisition of Haskings 
(Happy Days) of Ramsgate, in 1935, included 
a very varied fleet of four and provided an 
excellent base in an area long served by the 
company. 

The first of a long line of Timpson's AEC 
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Above: Traffic passing slowly through Crawley, en route for the coast ,in August 1945. Despite 
‘Victory in Europe’three months earlier, the Austin Ruby with its sunshine roof open still wears 
a blackout mask on the offside headlamp. Timpson’s 1933 Regal following is still in camouflage 
mode, but a competitor’s Dennis Lancet following is much brighter. A Canadian Pattern military 
ambulance waits behind. 


Above: The cover of the 1939 Timpson’s 
timetable. A tranquil English scene was 
depicted which would soon be shattered in 
September 1939. 

Regals carrying chassis no 662014, UW 8592, 
was displayed at the 1929 Commercial Motor 
Show and entered the fleet that year. This 
vehicle was immortalised with the issue of a 
300 piece wooden jigsaw by the company, 
presumably with wet days stuck in a seaside 
boarding house in mind! This one-off was 
included in the sale to M&D of the Hastings 
business in March 1934. 

In 1930, a fleet of 30 AEC Regals, all 
carrying Harrington C31R coachwork, 
entered service with another 38 similar 26 
and 31 seaters following in 1931. All of this 
ensured one of the newest fleets in the 
country, with some of the Karriers, some only 
four years old, being traded in to Southall. 

A further large intake of 28 Regals with a 
mixture of Harrington (10) and Brush (18) 
coachwork arrived in 1933. These were 
followed by further intakes of Regals, 
comprising 12 Harringtons in 1936, three 
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Right: Two of the 1927TiLLing-Stevens B9As, 
formerly of Sandfords Express, now wearing 
full Timpson’s livery, seen at a different 
refreshment stop on their way to the Thanet 
Coast. The Lad inside the coach wearing the 
school cap Loaned the original‘Brownie’snap 
of this when he was an octogenarian. 

Beadles in 1937, six Harringtons, complete 
with dorsal fin, in 1938 and a further 12 
dorsal fins in 1939. 

The original OHC petrol engine designed 
by John Rackham, fitted on Timpson's 
earlier Regals was of 100 mm bore, but 
later batches used the much improved 
7.41 itre,110mm 'power head' engine, 
offering 120 bhp. DouglasTimpson stated in 
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ordered by MT (Motor Coaches) Ltd of 
Peckham but, following the sale of their 
Thanet services to East Kent in Aprill 937, the 
order was diverted. 

After the sale of the Hastings and Torquay 
operations,Timpson's could still boast 
of depots in Catford, Crayford, East Ham, 
Ramsgate and Tottenham in 1937. The 
Crayford depot was responsible for all 
vehicle painting. 

Another important year-round activity for 
the company was a lucrative private hire 
department, used by many organisations, 
factories and large retail stores, for annual 
staff outings. 

Race meetings were another important 
revenue-earner, with trips to a variety of 
courses, the roller-blinds fitted on the later 


a comtemporary trade magazine in May 
1937 that the fleet averaged 7.2 mpg. 

The larger engine required little valve 
clearance adjustment, compared with 
the older units, which required attention 
every 1000 miles. Engine bearings were 
replaced at 60,000 miles and cylinder 
liners at 80,000 miles. 

Timpson's remained committed to these 
engines on all batches up to 1939, the 
last year this option was available. Other 
well-known London operators, including 
Orange Luxury and Grey Green, had 
taken delivery of 7.7 litre diesel-powered 
examples in 1935. 

The only non-Southall products 
obtained new were four Duple-bodied 
LeylandTS8s in 1938. These had been 


Above: The front cover of the second edition 
of 1933 Programme Booklet 



| Above: One of the‘Super’Lancias of Grey Cars, acquired with the business in 1930 by Timpson’s. 
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Left: The first of the manyAEC Regals posed at 
Hastings. Chassis no 662014 was new in 1929 
and passed with the Hastings operations to 
Maidstone & District in 1934. 


Below: A handbill from 1933 for the Hastings 
to London service. 
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Harrington has long departed. 

The founder of the company, Alexander 
Timpson, passed away in 1942. In the 
following year the company passed into 
the joint ownership of the British Electric 
Traction Company (60%) and Thomas Tilling 
(40%). Although a number of the Timpson 
family were still involved. 

During the middle stages of the war, in 
order to provide vehicles for essential war 
work where they were most needed, a 
temporary depot and headquarters with 
approximately 40 vehicles was established at 
Crondall, near Farnham, in Surrey. 

With peace, a return to Rushey Green and a 
whole new chapter was about to begin. 




Above and right: 1929 AEC Regal no 190, UW 8592 was depicted on the 
jigsaw puzzle. 


vehicles having'RACES'included among the 
assortment of resorts served. 

In 1939,Timpson's fleet available for service 
during that last summer of peace comprised 
approximately 120 Regals, delivered 
between 1930-39, plus three of those 
acquired with the Solent Line business and 
thefourTS8s. 

With the outbreak of war, along with most 
other operators, Timpson's was obliged to 
lose much of its fleet'on loan'to the Ministry 
of Transport for the War Department. This 
resulted in over 70 of the Regals and the four 
Tigers departing in the latter part of 1939 
and into 1940. Although a few drifted back 
to the fleet around 1943, many were never to 
return, including five of the 1939 Regals. The 
only Tiger lost, EYL 862, later found further 
service in the famous Valliant of Ealing fleet. 

A large number of these orphans found 
new careers in all parts of the UK, many 
receiving a 'makeover', with some receiving 
new coachwork. The record for the longest 
to remain in service among these must 
go to a 1931 Regal, fleet no 271, GN 7271. 


This was acquired by the independent 
Gosport and Fareham Omnibus 
Company, trading as'Provincial'. After 
the scrapping of the original Harrington 
body and reconditioning of the chassis, 
a new 32 seat half-cab body by Readings 
of Portsmouth was fitted. Re-engined 
with a 7.7 diesel and carrying a 1948 
registration, GOU 449, no one would 
have guessed while travelling in this 
new tour coach to far-flung destinations 
its true identity. This vehicle was 
later demoted to bus work and again 
refurbished in 1959 and fitted with a 
new full-front Reading body, suitable for one 
man operation, and it was finally scrapped 
in 1970, just after the sale of the company to 
the National Bus Company. 

One of the 1938 batch of Regals, EUC 
374, became the first coach owned by 
Thornes of Bubwith in Yorkshire. These 
days, the company's modern fleet shares 
garage space with a wonderful selection of 
vintage coaches, offering tours to the UK 
and Europe, although the lovely'dorsal fin' 
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Glyn Kraemer-Johnson reports on the major gathering at Southsea commemorating the 

centenary of this company 



Above: The oldest Southdown vehicle on display was the well-known Leyland G7, CD 7045 (fleet number 135) dating from 1922. It started life with a 
Harrington 22-seat charabanc body, but received its present Short Bros, double-deck body in 1928. It was sold to Gosport & Fareham in 1935, surviving with 
them long enough to be re-purchased by Southdown in 1970. It is now in the ownership of Stagecoach. (All photos by Alan Snatt except where stated) 


I n January 1915, Alfred Douglas 

Mackenzie and Alfred Cannon set up 
Wilts & Dorset Motor Services Ltd and, 
five months later formed Southdown 
Motor Services Ltd. For many years the 
two companies were closely associated, 
even to the extent that Wilts & Dorset's 
vehicles were ordered by the Southdown 
Traffic Manager's Office in Worthing. In 
fact Wilts & Dorset was more or less a 
'red Southdown', with similar style livery, 
fleetnames and vehicles. In 1942, however, 
Wilts & Dorset became part of the Tilling 
Group while Southdown stayed with BET 
and the two operators therefore went their 
separate ways. 

2015 obviously sees the centenaries of 
both companies but, whereas that of Wilts 
& Dorset passed quietly with only a small 
amount of publicity, that of Southdown 
prompted the publication of a number of 
books and magazine articles and has been 
taken as the theme for many regular annual 



Above: Not so old but possibly less familiar (especially from the rear) is UF 6805 (car 1035), a 1930 
Tilling Stevens B10A2, again with Short Bros. body. Prior to the introduction of Leyland’s TS Tiger, 
the Tilling Stevens was Southdown’s choice of single-decker..This example is normally to be found 
at the Amberley Working Museum, near Arundel. (Dave Brown) 
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1: With the exception of the Guy Arabs delivered in the ‘forties and ‘fifties, the Leyland Titan was the standard double-decker from 1929 until the last 
‘Oueen Mary’was delivered in 1967. AUF 670 (970) is a Leyland TD3 of 1934 vintage. Delivered with a 50-seatbody by Short Bros, it was rebodied by East 
Lancs in 1946. 2: Southdown’s last pre-war double-deckers were Leyland TD5s with Park Royal bodywork. GCD 48 (248), like most of its contemporaries, 
received a new body after the war, in this case also by Park Royal. It was photographed at The Hard interchange while working the shuttle service 
from the Rally site. 3: The ECW Express single-deck body of the immediate post-war period looked good in any livery, but in Southdown’s apple green, 
dark green and primrose Looked superb. A familiar sight at rallies, GUF 727, originally numbered 1227, is a Leyland PS1 delivered in 1947. Numerically 
Southdown’s first post-war coach, it was one of a number Later adapted for bus use, as shown by the bus-style destination box and block fleetname. It 
was renumbered 677 at the same time. (Dave Brown) 4: A fairly new arrival on the rally scene is sister PS1, HCD 449 (1249), beautifully restored to its 
original condition as a coach, complete with route roof boards, coach destination screens and Mackenzie script fleetnames. These two vehicles survived 
into preservation by virtue of the fact that for many years they were used by Southdown as Left Luggage offices at Bognor. (Dave Brown) 5: In Malta Bus 
Livery and with the usual conglomeration of conflicting badges, this is in fact a Leyland Royal Tiger, originally Southdown car 1650 (MUF 650), which 
was delivered in 1953 with a Duple Ambassador 41-seat coach body. Withdrawn in 1966, it spent some time with Wimpey, the contractor before being 
exported to Malta, where it was rebodied byAquilina and re-registered DBY 306. It is one of a number of Maltese buses repatriated to the UK and has 
now regained its original registration. 6: Sister car 1654 (MUF 654) in Southdown service, showing the appearance of these coaches with the original 
Duple Ambassador bodies. (Author’s Collection) 


rallies and events.The highlight, however, 
was a celebratory rally attended by around 
200 vehicles, all illustrating the high esteem 
in which the company is still held. 

The'Southdown 100' event was staged 
on Sunday 7th June at Southsea, being 
organised by a small group of enthusiasts 


with the support of Stagecoach South as 
Southdown's successors and the help of the 
Southdown Enthusiasts'Club. It seemed that 
the gods, too, looked kindly on Southdown 
for the weather was perfect. Warm, but not 
too hot, the sun shone down all day from a 
blue sky with a little high cloud: it could not 


have been better. 

Naturally enough preserved Southdown 
vehicles made up the largest contingent, 
which virtually covered the Company's 100- 
year history. Entries included no fewer than 
16 Queen Marys, although these are now 
beginning to be rivalled by Bristol VRTs. In 
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| Above: PUF 647 (547) has been in preservation since 1974, having escaped being exported to Hong Kong as were many of its sisters. A Guy Arab IV with 
handsome Park Royal body, it is the epitome of the British double-decker. (Dave Brown) 



1: With almost identical bodywork, but built byJ C Beadle of Dartford, RUF 186 (786) is a Leyland PD2/12 dating from 1956. Like the Royal Tiger, this 
bus was also repatriated from overseas, in this case from France. 2: Between 1955 and 1962 Southdown bought no fewer than 155 Leyland Tiger Cub 
coaches. 130 were fitted with bodies by Beadle, of which, unfortunately none has survived into preservation. When Beadle ceased its bodybuilding 
activities, the Company turned to Weymann, taking two batches with that concern’s Fanfare coach bodies. One of these, XUF 141 (1141) is still with us 
and was on display at Southsea, Looking resplendent with its cream window surrounds. 3: The first Northern Counties-bodied Leyland PD3 arrived in 
1958 and from then on the Oueen Mary reigned supreme until the front-engined chassis ceased to be available. The design developed gradually over 
the years and this example, 954 CUF (954) has twin headlamps, opening front upper-deck windows and, although not visible in this picture, that Short- 
Lived gimmick, an illuminated offside advert panel. 4: Doing what it was intended to do. The open-top PD3s are always popular at these events and 410 
DCD (410) was no exception as it made its way along the sea front at Southsea on the second special service. 
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Above: A classic if ever there was one! The original Harrington Cavalier was 
surely one of the most elegant coaches ever built and in this version of 
Southdown’s livery with cream upper-works, was little short of beautiful. 
2726 CD (1726) was one of 30 delivered in 1961 on the early Leyland 
Leopard L2T chassis and was originally a 28-seat touring coach. 



Above: Throughout the 1960s, the Leyland Leopard was the standard 
choice of chassis for both coaches and single-deck buses. Bodied by 
several manufacturers, most were to the BET’s standard design. Marshall 
of Cambridge built the Largest number of bodies, including that on car 
122 (BUF 122C),a 1965 example. When repainted in National Bus Company 
Livery or passed to subsequent owners, the vee-shaped moulding below 
the windscreen immediately marked them as‘Southdown’. 



Above: Flanked by two of its convertible sisters and with another in the background, BUF 260C (260) 
probably represented the peak of the Oueen Mary’s development. With an updated interior that 
offered a degree of quality and comfort not normally expected on a stage-carriage vehicle, it had 
yet to move into the realms of the futuristic designs that followed. 


fact it was said to be the largest collection 
of preserved Southdown buses and coaches 
ever to be gathered in one place. Even 
then there were a number of vehicles that 
either were not entered or failed to arrive 
for one reason or another. However, as far 
as Southdown was concerned there was 
little that had not been seen before. For the 
writer, the highlight was the two beautifully 
restored ECW-bodied Leyland PSIs, one of 
which was new to him. Also of particular 
interest was MUF 650, originally Southdown 
car 1650, a Leyland Royal Tiger with Duple 
Ambassador coach body. After its career 
with Southdown and a spell with Wimpey, 
the contractor, it had been exported to 
Malta where it was rebodied by Aquilina. 

It was displayed as Malta Bus 306, but had 
regained its original registration. 

Many of the other entrants were from 



Above: When Thomas Harrington of Hove closed its factory in 1966, an association between the two companies that had existed since Southdown’s 
formation in 1915 came to an end. The final bodies received were five on Leyland Leopard chassis, numbered 1749-53 (749-53 DCD). As with so many 
others they were built to Southdown’s specification and were, in fact, Grenadiers with Cavalier fronts. 1749/50 bask in the sun at Southsea. 
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Above: A similar working agreement existed between Southdown and the Brighton operators, 
which were represented by an open-top Bristol K5G of Brighton Hove & District and former 
Brighton Corporation 23 ACD,a Leyland PD2/37with Weymann‘Aurora’front entrance body.This bus 
is noteworthy for having been the UK’s first one-man double-decker to operate in normal stage 
carriage service. 



Above: Originally a Southdown bus,XAP 642S was one of the Bristol VRTs transferred to the new 
Brighton & Hove company when it was formed in 1986 to take over Southdown’s Brighton area 
services. 


Left 1: And still they keep coming... For many 
years Eric Stuart’s superbly restored 347 (now 
owned by Philip Blair) has been the sole 
representative of the ‘panoramic’ PD3s. However, 
Southdown 100 saw the first public appearance 
of sister bus HCD 356E (356). This bus was sold 
to Confidence of Leicester in 1971 and was 
subsequently used as a commentary box for 
horse trials. It was rescued for preservation in 
1999 and returned to Sussex where it has been 
stored until making its debut at Southsea. 

2: Southdown’s last Leyland Leopard saloons 
carried unusual dual-purpose bodywork by 
Northern Counties and were equally at home in 
use as express coaches or on rural bus services. 
Delivered in apple green with a dark green 
waistband, that seen at Southsea, PUF165H (465) 
has been preserved in NBC leaf green and white 
dual purpose livery, the colours in which the 
owner remembers them. 

3 : When the front-engined chassis ceased to be 
available, one might have expected Southdown 
to turn to the Atlantean in view of its Long 
association with Leyland. Instead, it chose the 
Daimler Fleetline with bodywork by its much- 
favoured Northern Counties. They were not very 
popular with drivers who complained of heavy 
steering and most ended up working Local 
services in the Worthing area.TCD 374J (374) has 
been restored to original condition and is seen 
at The Hard Interchange 
4 : Although the Bristol VRT did not appear to be 
the most popular of vehicles in its time, no fewer 
than fourteen were entered for the Southsea 
event; only two fewer than Oueen Marys. UUF 
110J (510) was one of the early flat-screen 
examples dating from 1970 and was delivered 
in traditional Southdown Livery, to which it has 
been restored. 

5 : When part of the National Bus Company, 
Southdown introduced a number of limited 
stop services with the somewhat prophetic 
‘Stagecoach’brand name. Series III Bristol VRT 
AAP651T (651) displays branding for‘Stagecoach 
729’, the service from Brighton to Tunbridge 
Wells, later re-branded as the ‘Regency Route’. 

6: In 1974/5 the National Bus Company relaxed 
its rigid standardisation on the Bristol VRT and a 
number of Park Royal-bodied Leyland Atlanteans 
were allocated to various companies, including 
Southdown, which took 47 in two batches. SCD 
731N (731) was one of the second batch and was 
photographed working the shuttle service to 
The Hard. 

7 : Southdown had close Links with Portsmouth 
Corporation following the introduction of the 
Joint Working Agreement in 1946. This Bedford 
OWB was originally restored in all-over grey 
wartime livery, but has now been repainted in 
Portsmouth’s attractive dark red and white. This 
was a particularly appropriate entrant as, after 
the war, a number of these Little buses was hired 
by Southdown for the Hayling Island service, 
the reason being the severe weight restrictions 
imposed on Langstone Bridge between the 
Island and the mainland. 

8: Like Southdown, Portsmouth favoured 
Leylands and in 1956 it bought 25 PD2/12s 
with bodies by Metro CammeLL of its basic Orion 
style but to Portsmouth’s specification, which 
included half-drop windows. A number of these 
buses, including LRV 992 was converted to open- 
top configuration in 1971 for sea front service. 
When the Portsmouth undertaking was sold, 992 
passed firstly to Southdown, and then to Blue 
Admiral (Transit Holdings), which transferred 
it to its‘Bayline’operation in Devon.This was 
subsequently taken over by Stagecoach and 992 
suffered the indignity of receiving the original 
Stagecoach stripy* Livery. It has now, however, 
been painted in Devon General open-top Livery 
and it was in this form that it was entered, by 
Stagecoach Devon, in the Southdown 100 event 
(Dave Brown). 


operators with which Southdown was 
closely associated, such as Portsmouth, 
Eastbourne and Brighton Corporations, 

East Kent and Royal Blue. Strangely, the 
company with which Southdown had 
worked more closely than any other, 
Maidstone & District, was completely 
unrepresented. There were even two 
preserved Ribble coaches in attendance; 
Ribble always having been considered the 
'Northern Southdown'. 

A number of modern buses also made 
an appearance including entries by 
Stagecoach, which amongst others, brought 
along the two Enviros in commemorative 
liveries, as indeed did Wilts & Dorset with 


two Omnidekkas in traditional colours. 
Brighton & Hove provided one of its new 
Wrightbus Streetdecks: very high-tech 
but aesthetically no match for the buses 
of the 1950s and '60s. For the rest, the 
accompanying photographs speak for 
themselves. Suffice to say that with buses, 
coaches and service vehicles ranging 
from 1922 to the present day, there was 
something to appeal to everyone. Add to 
this the usual trade stands and the stage 
was set for a memorable day. 

A scheduled shuttle service ran every ten 
minutes between the Rally Site, Portsmouth 
City Centre and The Hard Interchange. In 
fact The Hard itself proved an interesting 
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Above: The South Coast Express service from 
Margate to Bournemouth and the West of 
England was operated jointly by Southdown, 
East Kent and Royal Blue. In the mid-1950s, 
when Southdown would be using all-Leyland 
\Royal Tigers or Beadle-bodied Tiger Cubs on 
the service, East Kent’s contribution would 
more often than not be an AEC Reliance 
with neat dual-purpose body by Weymann. 
KFN 220 was on display at Southsea,with 
appropriate destination display. 


location with buses from the Rally 
appearing every 10 minutes, buses on a rail 
replacement service between Havant and 
Portsmouth, together with those on normal 
services operated by Stagecoach and First. A 
second free service was operated along the 
seafront from the Rally Site to Eastney, using 
open-top buses. As always, and particularly 


Above: Royal Blue’s offering would be a Bristol LS or MW. Representative of the type was 56 GUO, a 
Bristol MW6G with handsome ECW body, one of a number of Royal Blue coaches in attendance. 


with the glorious weather these proved a 
great attraction for young and old alike. 



More than one enthusiast was heard to 
say'It's the best rally I've been to'and the 
organisers are certainly to be congratulated 
on staging this superb event, as is 
Stagecoach for giving its full support... 
Bearing in mind that Southdown had its 
roots in Worthing and its Head Office in 
Brighton, it was perhaps a pity, especially for 
those of us living at the eastern end of the 
Company's area, that a more central location 
could not have been found but, having said 
that, Southsea Common provided an ideal 
site with plenty of room for vehicles to park 
without being too close together. 

The only real downside was the complete 
lack of toilet facilities on the Rally Site itself, 


Above: What it was all about. Not quite 100, but 86 years of bus design. On the left is Southdown 
UF 4813 (0813), a Leyland Titan TD1 with Brush bodywork of 1929 vintage. On the right are the two 
Stagecoach vehicles painted to mark the centenary. The ALexander-Dennis Enviro 200 was painted 
in a representation of Southdown’s single-deck livery, while the Enviro 400 double-decker had 
been given wartime Livery of green and grey; rather a strange choice, but it did enable it to double 
as a commemorative vehicle to mark the 70th anniversary of D-day. 


a'convenience'that us old codgers need 
more and more frequently. Anyone who 
had had the foresight to operate a shuttle 
service between the Rally Site and the loos 
would have done very brisk business! 
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The HCVS 33rd Annual Tyne-Tees Run finished at Bents Park, South Shields, 7th, June 2015. 
Norman Chapman never misses this annual event. 



A lot of the vehicles start the 

actual road run at Stockton-on- 
Tees at early doors. They then 
travel along the designated 
route, through a number 
of places, including Sedgefield, Durham, 
Chester-le-Street, Seaburn, then congregate 
at South Shields around lunchtime. 


Above: This AEC Matador 2472 Mk III was a 
former exhibit at the now closed Bradworthy 
Transport Museum in Devon. The 4X4 is 
thought to be of wartime vintage and much 
rebuilt, but there wasn’t any information 
in the programme. The wagon, 760 UP is a 
veteran of other shows, but this is the first 
time I have seen it at South Shields. 


Right: My particular favourite on this run 
wasTYH 799, which I also think appeared for 
the first time at South Shields. The Albion 
Clydesdale tanker was built in 1957 and was 
one of six added to the National Benzole 
fleet. 
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Above: There was a small-scale military 
presence at the run which included these 
three exhibits. From left to right, they were 
a 1972 Land Rover series IIA battlefield 
ambulance, with bodywork by Marshalls of 
Cambridge; a 1944 US Ford light utility 4x4; 
and a Willys Overland M38A1 Jeep built in 
1954. 

Left: Another wagon which was new to the 
run was this 1954 Dennis Pax Gully emptier 
which has recently been acquired by the 
owner and is undergoing restoration. It was 
parked next to the Austin Loadstar, recently 
bought by Michael Bowman from Bob Jeffrey. 





Right: This Scammell Highwayman has been 
around a bit and has an interesting history. 
VXR 624 was originally bought by Pickfords in 
1958. The wagon entered showland in 1979, 
then was shipped to the USA in 1985. There, 
it spent its working life towing a showman’s 
van, selling antiques. It was brought back to 
the UK in 1993 and was bought by the current 
owner in April of this year. 
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Above: A number of buses always makes an 
appearance on the Tyne-Tees Run and here 
are two. On the left was SHN 80L, a Bristol RE 
dual-purpose (coach seats in a bus shell) in 
National Express livery. The other here was 
YSG 101, a Leyland Leopard PSU/2R,with 
Alexander experimental three-door body. The 
bus was operated by Edinburgh Corporation 
from 1961, and the idea was for passengers 
to enter at the rear through double doors, 
pay the fare to a seated conductor and then 
exit at the front at their destination. After 
years in use as a coach, the bus has been 
rebuilt to original specification and came all 
the way from Edinburgh. 


Above: TUH 7 is an Albion Nimbus/Harrington, 
which first entered service with Western 
Welsh at the Haverfordwest depot in 1960. 
The bus served the community in parts of 
rural Pembrokeshire until 1967.The present 
owner has owned the bus for twenty years. 

Left: B805 AKX was in good company, 
sandwiched between an ERF and a Foden. 
The Wolds Wanderer is a pristine example of 
a Bedford TM articulated tipper in the livery 
of LJ Brumpton & Sons of North Lincolnshire. 
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Right: Another wagon being shown for the first time at South Shields was 
this Foden S18 four-wheeled platform. PWB 191 was seen in English Steel 
Corporation livery carrying a sheeted wooden crate load. 


Right: The only big Yank on the Bents Park 
greenery was this 1988 Kenworth W900B 6x4 
tractor. The wagon was bought by a farmer 
in Lanchester, Co Durham, from a seller in 
Gloucestershire in 2007 and was converted to 
carry a friend’s coffin in 2011. 

Below: In its working life, this Scammell S24 
was a sight to behold on the roads of the 
North East. Now, that‘presence’is continued 
in its show life. KCU 520X looks like it is still 
fit to do some hard work. 



I Above: It is said that bad things come in threes, however, not in this case. This trio of Ford Thames E83W pick-ups were all different ages. PFU 598 was 
built in 1946,TVP 228 in 1956 and 622 CBB in 1957. 
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Right: Last but by no means Least was this 
ChevroLet/Grumman Long Life Vehicle. J845 
CEVwas built in 1992 and operated by the 
US Postal Service in Long Island, New York. 
Later, it was bought to be used as a film prop, 
however, the film company went bust during 
shipping. It was bought from the docks by a 
van sales company in Wales for promotional 
purposes, then the Grumman was bought by 
its Local owner in the North-east in 2012. 


Above: Seen arriving at Bents Park was this 
1951 Thornycroft Sturdy Star platform in 
Spillers Livery. A Local wagon, LUW 60 was 
restored in 2006 and is a regular entrant on 
the run, as well as being rallied further afield. 

Left: This Chevrolet D series dropside pick-up 
was built in 1945 and spent some years in 
New Zealand. After being imported, NAS 299 
was fully restored in 1986 and saw further 
restoration in 2007. 
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Jim King went to the 31 st HCVS Ridgeway 
Run from Henley to Quainton on Sunday, 
21 st June. 


Ridgeway Run 


P erhaps Janet and John Ayre of 

Radnage, Buckinghamshire should 
go out and buy a Peugeot because 
the company motto is'From strength 
to strength'and I am very pleased to 
report that the same applies to them. Yet again, 
while flying the HCVS South Midlands Area flag, 
they provided a fantastic event now in its 31 st 
year and what a smashing day it was. 

I arrived at the start of the run, Henley-on- 
Thames railway station, at around 08.15 and 
already a small number of vehicles had arrived 
and the drivers were gathering around the 
refreshments van for breakfast. Despite a few'no 
shows'from the programme, which always occurs 
for various reasons, the numbers swelled to just 
in excess of 50 different vehicles of all shapes and 
sizes and, from 9.00 onwards, began to set off on 
the road run. This was witnessed by the Mayor 
of Henley-on-Thames, Councillor Lorraine Hillier, 
who was very impressed with the high quality 
and condition of the classic vehicles involved. 

It was a pleasure to see the 1949 Bedford M 
Type (870 YUC) in Wilkins livery once again 
driving through the streets of Henley. This was 
recently purchased from one of John Mould's 
periodic fleet reductions. 

A well tried and tested route, approximately 
50 miles long, saw the vehicles leave Henley 
and passthrough many of the pretty towns and 
villages of Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire, 
to finally arrive at the Buckinghamshire Railway 
Centre at Quainton, a fitting backdrop for all the 
classic vehicles taking part. There was a small 
hiccup at Marlow as the run coincided with the 
Round Britain Ladies Cycle Race, but after a little 
delay and some re-routing everyone made it 
through. 

We all have different views on what we want to 
see at a classic vehicle gathering and these were 
catered for from Rob Young's 1961 Foden S20 
(763 BWA) in totally un-restored condition and 
looking ready to do another days hard graft to 
Andy Usher's superbly finished Shellmex-BP 1954 
Bedford SType (NUW 984), now complete with 
it's matching tanker trailer. Good job his father 
Bill is not the jealous type as it stole the limelight 
from his own marvellous re-build of his 1946 
Bedford OB (BWH 453). What a fickle lot we are as 
only a couple of years ago this was the star of the 
show in enthusiast's eyes, but don't worry Bill, I 
still think she is a cracker. 

Tony McGovern from Willesden, London, is a 
great supporter of the classic scene and some of 
his classic fleet was there to behold, including his 
1965 Ford ThamesTrader tipper (BHU 180C),the 
1988 MAN wrecker (E34 XMU), followed up with 
Terry Marshall in his 1978 Foden S39 (BHP 505T). 



Above: The 1961 Foden S20 six-wheeLer, 763 BWA of Rob Young of Aldermaston, Berkshire, seen on 
the HCVS Ridgeway Run, Looks ready to go out to work in its un-restored condition. 




Above: Now restored in the fleet of Tony McGovern of WiLLesden, London, NW10 is BHU 180C, a 1965 
Ford Thames Trader short wheelbase tipper. 
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Above: It’s always a pleasure to see BYV 
961, the 1935 AEC Mammoth Major 8 Mk 
II, of Robert Wells of Amersham, Bucks, so 
beautifully restored in Bowaters Livery. 

Right: Once such a common sight, the 1965 
Morris J02 van, DLL 808C, in Post Office 
Telephones colours, now owned by Fraser 
Clayton of Baynards, West Sussex. 

Bottom right: One for those interested in 
more modern vehicles, F999 MWL is a 1989 
Volvo FL617 tipper, owned by Alec Allnutt of 
Radnage, Bucks. It’s hard to think that this is 
actually 26 years old already... 

Below: Looking rather older that it actually 
is, thanks to its rather angular coachbuilt cab, 
PPP 48 is a 1952 Albion FT3AN, owned by Jim 
Buckel, of Didcot, Oxon. 




Although their 1996 Scania 143M (PI 54 KNO) is 
a little outside the genre of this magazine it was 
a welcome sight at Quainton as Danny Lynch 
has turned the container trailer into a hospitality 
suite and generously invited many of us in for 
tea and snacks. Thanks to Susie and everyone at 
McGovern's for the warm welcome provided. 
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After some judging by fellow club members, a 
cup and award ceremony took place and around 
five o'clock entrants began to make their way 
home. 

A massive vote of thanks must go to the 
HCVS South Midlands Area, the team of The 
Buckinghamshire Railway Centre and, of course, 
all the participants that made this such a lovely 
experience. I wish them all many miles of safe 
and happy travels and look forward to the 32nd 
gathering next year. 


Right: This 1960 AEC Reliance, 756 KFC, with 
Park Royal body, in the attractive Livery of 
City of Oxford Motor Services, owned by Neil 
Tidbury of Kidlington, Oxon, was a welcome 
passenger vehicle on the run. 





Above: Smaller vehicles also participated on the run, Like RD 4048, 
the 1932 Austin 7 RN 5cwtvan of Graham & Kim Smith of Stanbridge, 
Bedfordshire. 


Above: Adding a military flavour was this 1955 AEC Militant six-wheeler, 
now registered TYJ 905. 



Often seen on HCVS runs, WJG 469T is a 1979 Ford Transit, owned by Stephen 
Batchelor of Waltham Abbey, Essex. Here it is seen being followed by one of 
its predecessors on the market, 389 PPD,the 1960 Ford Thames 400E 15 cwt 
pick-up of Anthony Moutie of London. 



























Janet Ulliott sent us some 


pictures from this year's event, 
held on June 14th. 


T he East Yorkshire Thoroughbred 

Car Club is based in the East Riding 
of Yorkshire, a regional club for 
owners and enthusiasts of all types 
of motor transport, which make 
up of our motoring heritage. A wide range of 
vehicles took part in the 47th Road Run covered 
a route between East Park, Hull, and Sewerby 
Fields at Bridlington. Here are just a few of the 
commercials, seen at the start. 


Right: One of the oldest was this 1916 
Ford ModelT lorry, BF 6126, restored in the 
colours of Robert Midgley & Son, coal and 
haulage contractors of Pool-in-Wharfedale. 


Above: A long way from its original operating area was this 1949 Dennis 
Lancet J3, CFN 121, with Park Royal bus body, now preserved by an owner 
in Nottinghamshire. 


Above: One of two similar vehicles on the run, this 1949 Bedford 
OST tipper, KKH 547, has been restored in the livery of H Dale & Son, 
coal and coke merchants of Nawton, York. 



Above: A good-looking AEC Mercury, RGC 239, now in the livery of Richard 
Gillam, of Yorkshire. Behind is Colin Pitt’s Seddon Mk 5L and also seen is 
the Harrington-bodied Leyland Tiger Cub, in Silver Star livery. 


Above: This 1955 Austin Loadstar, RXX 905, has been restored externally 
as a BBC Television outside broad cast unit and internally as a caravan, 
and is seen at many different rallies. 
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A selection of events being held during the coming month which will 
be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers 

We are now well into the 2015 rally season, with many successful events behind us, but plenty more to come. Here 
are the events scheduled to take place while this issue of the magazine is current. If you're organising an event which 
would be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers, please let us know the details for future diary pages, and we apologize 
if we've missed any out. Let us hope the weather is kind and everyone enjoys their days out, wherever they go. Don't fory 
to take your camera and if you see anything interesting, send us a picture for our future Rally Scene pages... 


AUGUST 


22-23rd August - Lincolnshire Steam & Vintage Rally, 

Lincolnshire Showground (A15) Grange-de-Lings, Lincoln 
LN22NA, 01507 605937 
e-mail: info@lsvr.org 
www.lsvr.org 

22-23rd August - Fairford Steam Rally & Show, 

Quarry Farm, Poulton, Gloucestershire GL7 5SR, 

01285 7126587 

e-mail: fsrinfo@fairfordsteamrally.com 
w w w.fa i rfo rd stea m ra I ly. co m 

22-23rd August - Ladybank Vintage Rally, 

Brucefield Farm, Ladybank, Cupar, Fife KY8 5AJ, 01738 
812694 

e-mail: danarmdave@btinternetcom 

22-23rd August - Festival of Transport, 

Wincanton Racecourse, Wincanton, Somerset BA9 8BJ, 0 
7900695620 

e-mail: tonytc.2@btinternet.com 

23rd August - Buses Festival, Heritage Motor Centre, 
Warwickshire CV35 OBJ, 01926 645031 
e-mail: events@heritage-motor-centre.co.uk 
www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk 

23rd August - Great British Lorries Day, 

British Commercial Vehicle Museum, King Street, Leyland, 

Lancashire PR25 2LE 

01772451011 

e-mail: enquiries@britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.com 
www.bcvm.com 

29th August - 30th Camrose Vintage Working Day, 

Folly Fields Cross, Camrose, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire 
SA626JG, 01437 710117 
e-mail: tbevan01@gmail.com 

29th August - Lincoln Autojumble, 

former RAF base, Hemswell, Lincolnshire DN21 5TJ, 
07816291544 

e-mail: lincolnautojumble@hotmail.co.uk 
www.lincolnautojumble.com 

29-30th August - Coventry Festival of Motoring, 

Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire CV8 2LZ, 02476 234270 
e-mail: info@festival-of-motoring.co.uk 
www.festival-of-motoring.co.uk 

29-31 st August - Blues & Twos Weekend and Trolley 
Days, The Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft, near 
Doncaster DN85SX, 01724 711391 
e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

29-31 st August - Military Odyssey, 

Kent Showground, Detling, near Maidstone, Kent ME14 3JF, 
01268 772448 

e-mail: info@military-odyssey.com 
www.military-odyssey.com 


29-31st August -40th Festival of Transport, 

Broad Farm, Hellingley, Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 4DU, 
01323 479200 
e-mail: mrez@aol.com 
www.ehvc.biz 

29-31 st August - Bank Holiday Fun Fair, 

Crich Tramway Village, Town End, Crich, Derbyshire DE4 5DP, 
01773 854321 

e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk 
www.tramway.co.uk 

29-31 st August - Working Weekend, 

Babworth, near Retford, Nottinghamshire DN22 8HB, 

01777 870285 

e-mail: theshowweekend08@aol.com 
w w w. n otts-t ra cto r-wo rki n g -wee ke n d. we bs. co m 

29-31 st August — Earls Barton Vintage Rally, 

Earls Barton (A45) Northamptonshire NN60EP, 

01933 663454 

e-mail: conroypatricia@aol.com 
www.earlsbartonrally.co.uk 

29-31 st August - Tanks, Trucks & Firepower, 

Dunchurch, near Rugby, Warwickshire CV22 6NR, 

07803 080028 

e-mail: cvrtandrew@hotmail.co.uk 
www.ta n kstru cksa n d fi repo wer. co. u k 

29-31 st August - 29th Rudgwick Steam & Country 
Show, The Showground, Rudgwick, near Horsham, Sussex 
RH12 3DF, 01403 822378 
e-mail: chanaburi1@aol.com 
www.rudgwicksteamshow.co.uk 

29-31 st August - Morval Vintage Steam Rally, 

Bray Farm, No Man's Land, near Looe, Cornwall, 

01503 240520 

e-mail: secretary@morval-vintage-rally.co.uk 

29-31 st August - Bank Holiday Extravaganza, 

Kirkby Stephen East Station, Cumbria CA17 4LA, 
01740620903 

e-mail: mikekase@hotmail.co.uk 
www.kirkbystepheneast.co.uk 

29-31 st August - Friden Dale Steam Transport & 
Family Show, Middleton by Youlgrave, Derbyshire DE451LY, 
07901 984627 

e-mail: dave.hoyles@ntlworld.com 
www.themidlandseventclub.com 

30th August - Ripon Autumn Classic Vehicle Show 
& Autojumble, Ripon Racecourse, Boroughbridge Road, 
Ripon, Yorkshire HG41UG, 01697 451882 
e-mail: info@markwoodwardclassicevents.com 
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com 

30th August - Wallop Vintage Gathering, Wallop Sports 
Field, Middle Wallop, Hampshire, S020 8JL, 07771 639879 
e-mail: tony@gaigerbros.co.uk 


30th August - Little Gransden Air/Car Show, 

Little Gransden Airfield, near Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 3BP, 
07730091132 

e-mail: d.poile@btinternet.com 
www.littlegransdenshow.co.uk 

30th August - Bus & Commercial Vehicle Rally, 

Colne Valley Railway, Castle Hedingham, Essex, 
01787461174 

www. co I n eva 11 ey ra i I way.co. u k 

30-31 st August - Welsh National Vintage 
Extravaganza, Pembrey Motor Racing Circuit, 
Carmarthenshire SA16 OHZ, 01550 721482 
e-mail: cam@camvintage.co.uk 
www.camvintage.co.uk 

30-31 st August - 54th Shrewsbury Steam Rally, 

Onslow Park, Bicton Heath, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY3 5EE, 
01743 792731 

e-mail: info@shrewsburysteamrally.co.uk 
www.shrewsburysteamrally.co.uk 

30-31 st August - Enfield Steam & Country Show, 

Colesdale Farm, Northaw Road, Cuffley, Herttfordshire EN6 
4QZ, 0208 3671898 
e-mail:whitewebbsmuseum@aol.com 
www.whitewebbsmuseum.co.uk 

30-31 st August - Pontypool Transport Rally, 

Pontypool & Blaenavon Railway, Blaenavon, Torfaen NP4 9SF, 
01495 792263 
e-mail: info@pbrly.co.uk 
www.pontypool-and-blaenavon.co.uk 

30-31 st August - Honiton Hill Rally, 

Stockland Hill, A30/A35, Devon EX149NH, 01395 516484 
e-mail: info@honitonhillrally.co.uk 
www.honitonhillrally.co.uk 

31st August - Car Runnig Day, 

Lincolnshire Road Transport Museum, Whisby Road, North 
Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 3QT, 01522 500566 
e-mail: info@lvvs.org.uk 
www.lvvs.org.uk 

31st August - Ride a Fire Engine Day, 

Ipswich Transport Museum, Cobham Road, Ipswich, Suffolk 
IP3 9JD, 01473 715666 

e-mail: enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 
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SEPTEMBER 


2-6th September - Great Dorset Steam Fair, South 
Down,Tarrant Hinton, near Blandford, Dorset DT11 8HX, 
01258 860361 

e-mail: enquiries@gdsf.co.uk 
www.gdsf.co.uk 

5th September - 40th Raveningham Country Fayre, 

Raveningham Craft Centre, near Becdes, Suffolk NR14 ODH, 
01508 528285 

e-mail: jamespeterbrett@hotmail.co.uk 
www.ravfair.co.uk 

5-6th September - Macmillan Vintage Rally, 

Langhurst Hill Farm, Balls Cross, Petworth, West Sussecx 

GU28 9JW, 01420 474298 

e-mail: sylvia.haydon@btintnernet.com 

5-6th September - Shropshire Truck Show, 

Oswestry Showground, Shropshire 
SY1 HAS, 01406 373421 
e-mail: jason@i-e-m.org.uk 
www.i-e-m.org.uk 

5-6th Saptember - Trams, Traffic & Work Vehicles, 

Crich Tramway Village, Town End, Crich, Derbyshire DE45DP, 
01773 854321 

e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk 
www.tramway.co.uk 

5-6th September - Boston Steam & Vintage Festival, 

Pimlico Farm, Boston Road, Sibsey, Boston, Lincolnshire 
PE22 0TD, 01205 760768 
e-mail: franciskew@live.co.uk 
www.bostonsteamandvintagefestival.co.uk 

5-6th September - Shackerstone Festival, 

Barton Lane, Congerstone, Leicestershire CV13 6NB, 
07767400894 

e-mail: info@shackerstonefestival.co.uk 
www.shackerstonefestival.co.uk 

6th September - Trans-Lancs Transport Show, 

Museum of Transport, Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester 
M8 8UW, 0161 205 2122 
e-mail: adamstephenson@gmts.co.uk 
www.gmts.co.uk 

6th September - Bus Rally Day, Romney, Hythe & 
Dymchurch Railway, New Romney Station Car Park, New 
Romney, KentTN28 8PL, 01797 362353 
www.rhdr.org.uk 

6th September - Tetbury Classic Car Show, 

Dolphin Hall and Memorial Recreation Ground, Tetbury, 
gloucestershire GL8 8DS, 01666 503952 
e-mail: calderstones@hotmail.co.uk 
w w w.tetb u ry cl a ss i cca rs h o w. o rg 

6th September -16th Dudley Classic Car & Transport 
Show, Himley Hall, Dudley, West Midlands DY3 4DF, 01922 
643385 

e-mail: transtar@talk21 .com 
www.transtarpromotions.com 

6th September - Autumn Road Run, start/finish: 
Salisbury Livestock Market, Netherhampton, Salisbury, 
Wiltshire SP2 8RH, 01747 823365 
e-mail: m.baileyl 950@btinternet.com 
www.thectp.org.uk 

6th September - Seaside Special Steam Day, Abbey 
Pumping Station Museum, Corporation Road, Leicester LE4 
5PX, 0116 299 5113 

e-mail: andrew.simpson@leicester.gov.uk 
www.abbeypumpingstation.org 



' ,-—muiunneiverdna i y/o voivo rub tractor unit, from the preserved fleet of 

t e ate Peter Drummond, appeared at Kelsall, on their way to be auctioned with the rest at Whitchurch. 
More from Kelsall and other rallies next month. (Andy Taylor) 


6th September - On the Buses, Bewdiey Station, Severn 
Valley Railway, Worcestershire DY121BG, 01299 403816 
e-mail: mktg@svr.co.uk 
www.svr.co.uk 


12-13th September - Coppice Steam & Working 
Trucks Show, Cossall Road, Trowell, Nottinghamshire 
NG9 3PG, 0115 849 8840 
www.coppice-steam.wix.com 


11 -13th September - Steam & Vehicle Gala, Haycrafts 
Lane, off Valley Road, A351, Harmans Cross, Swanage, Dorset 
BH19 3EB, 07796444631 
e-mail: bppcltd@btinternet.com 
www.bppcltd.co.uk 


12-13th September - Lanlivery Vintage Rally, 

B3269 near Sweetshouse, Cornwall PL30 5AW, 
01208 872921 

e-mail: lanliveryvintagerally@hotmailAco.uk 
www.lanliveryvintgerally.co.uk 


12-13th September - 42nd Haddenham Steam Rally 
& Heavy Horse Show, A1421, near Ely, Cambridgeshire CB6 
3 PT, 07741 019848 

e-mail: info@haddenhamsteamrally.co.uk 
www.haddenhamsteamrally.co.uk 

12-13th September - Malpas Yesteryear Rally, 

Hampton, Malpas, Cheshire SY14 8JN, 01978 780749 
e-mail: billevans8320@btinternet.com 
w w w. ma I pas-yeste ryea r-ra I ly. co. u k 


12-13th September - Hunton Steam Gathering, 

Hunton, Bedale, Yorkshire DL81QF, 07850 863153 
e-mail: cressingtemple@yahoo.co.uk 
www.huntonsteamgathering.co.uk 

13th September - Otley Vintage Transport 
Extravaganza, Knotford Nook, Pool Road, Otley, 
Yorkshire, 01943 463467 
e-mail: nigelfrancis@btinternet.com 
www.ovte.co.uk 


12-13th September - Laughton Show, Laughton 
Showground, near Lewes, East Sussex BN8 6BN, 01323 
811264 

e-mail: laughtonshowground@gmail.com 
www.heritagefield.co.uk 


13th September - Speech House Vintage Show, The 

Speech House Hotel, Coleford, Gloucestershire GL16 7EL, 
07769 785902 

e-mail: mark.harris101@tiscali.co.uk 
www.fvvmc.co.uk 


12-13th September - Northleach Steam & Vintage 
Show, Northleach, Gloucestershire, 07765 692758 
e-mail: info@northleachsteamshow.co.uk 
www.northleachsteamshow.co.uk 

12-13th September - Retro Truck Show, Heritage Motor 
Centre, Warwickshire CV35 OBJ, 01926 645031 
e-mail: events@heritage-motor-centre.co.uk 
www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk 

12-13th September -Truckfest South-east, Kent 
Showground, Detling, Maidstone, Kent ME143JF, 01775 
768661 

e-mail:info@livepromotions.co.uk 

www.livepromotions.co.uk 

12-13th September - Essex Country Show, Barleylands, 
Billericay, Essex CM11 2UD, 01268 290228 
e-mail: info@essexcountryshow.co.uk 
www.essexcontryshow.co.uk 

12-13th September - Heritage Transport Gala, South 
Devon Railway, Buckfastleigh Station, Devon TQ11 ODZ, 0845 
345 1420 

e-mail: trains@southdevonrailway.org 
www.southdevonrailway.org 

12-13th September - Farming Yesteryear, Scone Palace, 
Perth, Perthshire PH2 6BD, 01738 850582 
www.svtec.org 


13th September - Classic Vehicle Day, 

Gloucestershire Warwickshire Steam Railway, Toddington 
Station, Gloucestershire GL54 5DT, 

01242 621405 
e-mail: info@gwsr.com 
www.gwsr.com 

13th September - South Yorkshire Transport Rally, 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum, Aldwark, Rotherham 
S65 3SH, 07950 327237 
e-mail: rally@sytm.co.uk 
www.sytm.co.uk/html/rally.html 

18-20th September - Bedfordshire Steam & 
Country Fayre, Old Warden Park, near Biggleswade, 
Bedfordshire SG18 9DX, 01462 851711 
e-mail: show@bseps.org.uk 
www.bseps.org.uk 

18-20th September - Stoke Prior Steam Rally, 

Little Intall Fields, Stoke Pound Lane, Stoke Prior, 
Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B60 4DZ, 01527 575003 
e-mail: keithshakespeare@aol.com 
www.shakespearesrally.com 

19th September - Autumn Transport Show, 

The British Commercial Vehicle Museum, King Street, 
Leyland, Lancashire PR25 2LE, 01772 451011 
e-mail: enquiries@bcvmt.co.uk 
www.bcvmt.co.uk 
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BEYOND THE BOSPHORUS 
- BRITISH DRIVERS ON THE 
MIDDLE EAST ROUTES 

BY DAVE BOWERS 

5M PUBLISHING LTD, (OLD POND PUBLISHING) 

BENCHMARK HOUSE, 8 SMITHY WOOD DRIVE 

SHEFFIELD S351QN 

WWW.5MPUBLISHING.COM/ 

WWW.OLDPOND.COM 

ISBN: 978-1-910456-02-6 

£29.95 

Having taken over Old Pond a while back, 
5M Publishing is continuing to produce 
books on road transport in the same style. 
Dave Bowers is known for magazine articles 
on vehicle matters and has done a good 
job here, interviewing many of the drivers 
involved in the overland trips to the Middle 
East during the 1970s and '80s. 

The closure of the Suez Canal from 1967 
to 1975, along with the growth of the 
economies of the Arab countries thanks to 
the oil industry, resulted in demand for road 
transport of all sorts of goods from Britain 
to Iran, Iraq, the Gulf States and even as far 
as Pakistan. The need for internal transport 
_ 


in those countries arose when canal 
re-opened and the ports were clogged. 

A number of pioneering companies and 
drivers, some of them owner-operators took 
up the challenge. 

These are their stories in their own words. 
Ordinary blokes had to cope with both 
extremely hot and cold weather, travelling 
through Eastern Europe, Turkey and across 
the deserts, with poor roads, breakdowns, 
accidents, border crossings and other 
delays, currency exchange and endless 
paperwork - and all before many modern 
communications were introduced, like 
mobile phones and so on. 

These drivers were taking on a very 
different job from domestic or even 
continental work. It suited some of them 
very well, while others quickly found 
themselves out of their depth. The triumphs 
and tragedies, good times and bad, helping 
each other with problems, are all recounted 
here, with plenty of humour, as well as 
interesting details, mainly in the drivers' 
own words, supported by plenty of their 



own photographs, not to mention some 
useful, if basic, maps showing the routes. 

This isn't the first book on the subject 
and probably won't be the last, but does a 
great job and you can't help admiring those 
drivers who overcame all sorts of obstacles 
to get the job done. If you have any interest 
in the subject, you'll want this substantial 
240 page hardback book. 

___ J 


NARTM GAZETTE 

- NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ROAD 
TRANSPORT MODELLERS 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, COLIN FOSTER 
UNIVERSAL SOLUTIONS 4 BUSINESS LTD 
UNIT D2 NEWTON BUSINESS PARK 
CARTWRIGHT STREET, NEWTON, HYDE 
CHESHIRE SK14 4EH 0161 367 8999 E-MAIL: NARTM@ 
US4B.CO.UK MEMBERSHIP: £16 PER ANNUM (UK) 



NARTM is the club for road transport modellers, 
whether they collect diecasts, build kits, convert models 
or scratch-build, catering for all scales and materials. 

The association's magazine gives details local 
meetings and open days, on-line discussions, with 
plenty of encouragement to those whose hobby can 
be somewhat solitary at times, as interaction with other 
NARTM members, with hints and tips on modelling, 
could be most helpful. 

Members receive four copies of this A5-sized Gazette 
each year, with news, 


reviews and articles 
for the road transport 
modeller.This issue 
features Bedfords, 
with an article on the 
marque's history and 
lots of pictures of 
members' models and 
dioramas, especially 
Bedfords, which offer 
ideas, motivation 
and stimulation, 
especially for the 
less experienced 
modeller. 


National Association of 
Road Transport Modellers 


TRUCKS IN THE 1980S 
-THE PHOTOS OF DAVID 
WAKEFIELD 

BY NICK IRELAND 
5M PUBLISHING LTD 
(OLD POND PUBLISHING) 

BENCHMARK HOUSE 

8 SMITHY WOOD DRIVE 

SHEFFIELD S351QN 

WWW.5MPUBLISHING.COM/WWW. 

OLDPOND.COM 

ISBN: 978-1 -910456-04-0 

£19.95 

The author is a driver, who discovered 
that a fellow-driver had taken a 
vast collection of photographs of 
vehicles over the years, which he 
thought deserved to be seen by more 
enthusiasts.The result is a selection 
of over 300 pictures of trucks taken 
during the 1980s, to which he has 
added interesting and informative 
captions about the vehicles and their 
operators. 

There are plenty of familiar types, 
as well as a few rarities, in the liveries 
of companies which are now history, 
some which are still going, plus a 
smattering of continental companies 
and owner-drivers. It is good to see 
names like Russell Davies, Brain 
Haulage, Kammac and Taylor Barnard 
again, with details of what has 
happened to these and many others. 

Most of the photographs were 
taken in the South-east, notably at 
Dover, so many of the vehicles were 


engaged in continental work, but by 
no means all. The book is divided into 
sections, covering containers, fridges 
and boxes, tankers, tilts and curtains, 
tippers, low-loaders and others, rather 
than by make. 

There are plenty of Volvos, Scanias, 
DAFS and the other continental makes, 
new in the 1980s and older models, plus 
some Leylands, Bedfords, Scammells, 
the odd Ford and Foden or two, but 
not a single ERF. Perhaps this shows the 
author's and photographer's interests, 
as well as the swing to the continental 
makes, especially for international work. 
Fans of British lorries, especially ERFs 
will not be impressed, but this 170 page 
hardback book does show a colourful 
array of the sort of vehicles to be seen 
around 30 years ago. 


^fjnicks in the 19808*" 
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LORRIES OF ARABIA 
-ERFNGC 

BY ROBERT HACKFORD 

5M PUBLISHING LTD (OLD POND PUBLISHING) 

BENCHMARK HOUSE, 8 SMITHY WOOD DRIVE 

SHEFFIELD S351QN 

WWW.5MPUBLISHING.COM/ 

WWW.OLDPOND.COM 

ISBN: 978-1-908397-93-5 £14.95 


In contrast with the Dave Bowers book, this 
77 page paperback deals with a specific truck 
model, the ERF 'NGC'European', with the 7MW 
cab and Cummins power. Only produced in 
left hand drive, this tractor unit was initially 
marketed as an export model for continental 
users. Produced from 1973 to 77, it was also 
used by British operators, notably on the 
routes to and within the Middle East, which is 
where the author came across many of them, 
during his time as a driver, between stints as a 
teacher. 

He can account for around 70 examples, as 
detailed in an appendix to this book, a third 
of which worked in this way. The book reveals 
an in-depth study of what he sees as ERF's 
'Flagship'vehicle, with interesting details 
of how they stood up to the work that was 
expected of them, much of this resulting 
from interviewing their operators and drivers. 
The companies and their operations are also 
covered along the way. This all makes for an 
interesting read, covering a vehicle which not 
even ERF enthusiasts will know all about. 



Vintage Lorry Driver 

Riding a r lead horse 

and other stones . 


VINTAGE LORRY DRIVER - RIDING A DEAD 
HORSE AND OTHER STORIES 

BY PETE SHARPE PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHOR 
2 PRINCE WILLIAM GARDENS, MANCOT, FLINTSHIRE 
NORTH WALES CH5 2BW. £12.99 (PLUS POSTAGE) 
TELEPHONE 01244 535135 OR 
E-MAIL: PETE_SHARPE@HOTMAIL.CO.UK 


The vintage refers to the driver rather than the lorry and 
he really did ride a dead horse, but I'm not going to spoil the 
story. Pete takes us from his lorry-mad childhood, through 
driving a tractor on a farm, his time in the Army, when he 
obtained his HGV licence, transporting live and dead animals,] 
and many other loads, including people, driving taxis, buses 
and coaches, after he gained a PSV licence as well, to his 
retirement from driving, although he still has a job in the 
transport industry. 

There are lots of stories, amusing and otherwise, of Pete's exploits and experiences in the many 
different jobs he has done, most of them involving driving various vehicles, in different parts of 
the UK, plus Germany in the Army and some time in Australia and North Africa. He certainly didn't 
let the grass grow under his feet and the book reveals much of his lifestyle and religious beliefs 
behind the changes he made along the way. Pete must be admired for putting together this 
entertaining account of his career on the road. 


■, "i 

* * * I 


by P&te Sharpe 



The Scammell Register keeps us up-to-date with 
its activities with its club magazine. The latest issue 
has the latest instalment of the history of Scammell, 
information on the second 100 tonner and Pioneers, 
plus club news, rally reports, sales and wants and so 
on. If you are interested in Scammells, this is the club 
for you. 


THE SCAMMELL REGISTER 
NEWSLETTER 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: MICK PRICE, 88 
GOLDTHORN HILL, WOLVERHAMPTON WV2 3HU, 
E-MAIL: MICKDPRICE@BTINTERNET.COM 


THE ALBION MAGAZINE 

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY BYTHE ALBION CLUB, 7 
JOHN STREET, BIGGAR ML12 6AE, SCOTLAND, PART 
OF THE BIGGAR ALBION FOUNDATION. 

The latest issue of this club's newsletter offers items 
on a mystery survivor in Ireland, LAD bumpers, more 
on the unveiling of a plaque commemorating the 
Albion works at Scotstoun, a report from 'Down- 
under', some spectacular accident pictures, D & R 
Stevenson's Claymore, plus the usual items of interest 
to Albion owners and enthusiasts, with club news, 
letters, adverts and more. This club is recommended 
i for anyone interested in Albions and you don't have to 
be a vehicle owner. 


SOUTHDOWN VEHICLE MEMORIES 

BY MICHAEL DRYHURST. BOWDEN PUBLISHING, 21 
FORDE AVENUE, BROMLEY BR1 3EU. ISBN: 978 09572 
6853 1 £15, INCLUDING POSTAGE, AVAILABE FROM 
THE PUBLISHER, CHEQUES PAYABLE TO R BOWDEN. 

Here is the timely publication of a book filled 
with pictures of Southdown buses over most of 
the 100 years of the company's existence. There 
are 230 photographs, 75 of them in colour, plus 
five paintings by well-known bus illustrator, Chris 
Drew. After a brief introduction and history of 
Southdown, the pictures, three to a page, show all 
the various types of vehicle run by Southdown over 
the years. They were not all Leylands; Guys, Tilling- 
Stevens, Bristols, the odd Bedford, Ford and other 


makes were used as well, mainly in that glorious 
apple green and cream livery, loved by so many 
enthusiasts. 

Each picture is accompanied by an informative 
caption.The author's writing style takes a little 
time to get used to, but by no means detracts from 
the book's appeal. He pulls no punches about 
vehicles he likes less than others, singling out the 
'Queen Mary'Northern Counties-bodied Leyland 
Titan PD3s for criticism as old-fashioned, less than 
practical and lacking in style, in contrast to most 
of the other vehicles discussed, which will come 
as a surprise to many readers. Nevertheless, this is 
a book which the majority of bus enthusiasts will 
thoroughly enjoy. 


SOUTHDOWN 

VEHICLE 


memories 



MiLTiiel D*yfiui £1 
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WRITE TO: THE EDITOR, VINTAGE ROADSCENE, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD., 

CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENTTN16 3AG OR EMAIL: MIKE.FORBES@KELSEY.CO.UK 


f 


HOW ITUSEDTOBEDONE 

Further to recent articles on 'the old 
days', which I have found interesting and 
brought back memories of how things 
used to be, here is my contribution with 
some old photographs. 

My late father started working for 
Johnson Bros, based in Aylesford in Kent, 
back in the 1930s, as part of a gang which 
travelled the country during the summer 
months, resurfacing roads and so on, 
using hot tar and chippings.They also 
undertook work for the railway companies 
in stations and goods yards. 

The photographs were all taken by my 
late father or one of his colleagues in 1933 
and 1934 in the North Wales and Cheshire 
area. Unfortunately, there was at one time 
a tin box full of photos, but these are the 
only ones to survive. 

You will see the means of applying the 
tar to the road was by a hand lance and 
brooms, to ensure an even coating, before 
the chippings were added from the gritter 
travelling in reverse, for obvious reasons. 
The tar transporting vehicle started life 
as a Leyland SG11 (13253) coach with 
Maidstone and District Motor Services 
in 1925, being disposed of in 1931. Here 
we have the vehicle adapted to carry tar, 
which would be sourced from a local tar 
distillery, while the grit or chippings would 
also be sourced from local quarries. 

The photograph of the loaded six¬ 
wheeled Fordson has my late father 
standing beside the cab as, by the time of 
this photo, he was a driver and this was his 
lorry complete with the Barford Pioneer 
roller loaded in the back. I do have a photo 
of him loading the roller but it is not a very 
good one to try to copy. 

You will notice the hazards that were 
encountered every day, the fumes from 
the hot tar, men walking on the wet tar, 
then the gritter driver reversing, the 
'handle man'perched on his narrow foot 
rest as he operates the control of the flow 
of the grit, then the two loaders who had 
to ensure that the hopper was kept full; 
the only safe occupation being the driver 
of the roller. 

By the way, the grit was spun out onto 
the wet tar by a longitudinal propeller 
with some four blades set at an angle, 
driven by chains from the sprocket, 
welded to the nearside rear wheel, which 
the'handle man'controlled. 

When metal cabs came in, there was no 
room to accommodate the device that 
was used to assist the driver reversing 
during the gritting operation (I am not 



Above: At work on the LLanberis Pass in 1933, the 1925 Leyland SG11, KL 5005, a Maidstone & District 
coach until 1931, converted to a tar tanker, for spraying the tar onto the road with a hand lance and 
broom. The lorry in the background is the six-wheeled Fordson, used to transport the roller and act as 
the second gritter. 



Above: At West Kirby Station in 1933, the canvas tilt in the yard in the background from the six- 


wheeled Fordson was also used as a shelter. 




Above: ‘Kit’ Keemen’, rolling in North Wales in 
1933. 


Left: Mr Rigby senior stands by the 1931 Fordson 
BB, KJ 995, loaded with the Barford roller, 
transported from the Aylesford depot in Kent, to 
North Wales, to carry out resurfacing. 
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Above: Resurfacing a station goods yard, showing the Loaders and ‘handle man’ Above: A Fordson of Roadway Gritting, 6 Grace Avenue, Maidstone, 
on the back of CKP 726 of 1936. working at HaiLsham in East Sussex in 1935. Notice the chain-driven 

grit spreader at the rear. 


sure exactly what this was, except it was 
some means whereby the controls could 
be moved to allow the driver to face the 
load and observe his fellow workers). So 
the drivers now had to crane their necks to 
keep the vehicle in a straight line and not 
wander onto the wet tar, bearing in mind 
that the operation had by now speeded up 
from the 1930s. 

The next innovation came in 1947, when 
the company purchased three new Leyland 
Beavers and had steel bodies fitted with 
moving floors. This would do away with the 
two loaders and the'handle man'now had 
a seat over the hopper on the nearside, to 
control the flow of the grit. The tar tankers 
were now six-wheelers not four, so output 
would be greater... Disaster - the floors kept 
being jammed by the grit! 

The three Beavers were taken off the 
road and had their bodies removed, were 
sent away and two returned the following 
year as'Steers', complete with tar spraying 
and heating equipment fitted. The third 
returned as a 'Hippo', with a tanker body 
and was taken into the SETAR Fleet, for the 
collection of crude tar from the local gas 
works for distillation. 

Meanwhile, three American International 
short wheelbase tippers were purchased, 
fitted with 'Hornsey' hoppers. These were 
the first tippers purchased and the bonnet 
was as long as the body. These lasted one 
season in the resurfacing part of the fleet, 
ending up on the'civils'side. 

In the meantime, most of the Austin and 
Commer flat-bed gritters were having 
their bodies removed and replaced with 
steel tipping bodies fitted with the gritting 
hoppers. 

The fleet colours were orange with black 
lettering, but with the arrival of the tippers, 
this was changed to green with white 
lettering. 

With the demise of the gas works, the use 
of tar was no longer an option and bitumen 
was introduced, with greater use was being 
made of tarmac. 

The company was subject to many take 



Above: Barford Pioneer roller AKT 236 of 1931 and 
Bedford WHG dropside gritter, BKE 755, new in 
1933. 

overs and buy-outs, and the tar distillery in 
Tonbridge has now closed, so any records 
of this company have now disappeared 
and of all those who helped the company 
to survive through the changes. My late 
father ended his working life as a Divisional 
Superintendent with Kent County Council. 

R Digby, Thame 


Above: Harold spraying in West Kirby in 1933. 



1: Mr Digby’s models of some of the vehicles in his father’s fleet, 1947 Commer Superpoise platform 
gritter, GKT 954, fleet no 47,1948 Leyland Beaver moving floor gritter, JKT113, fleet no 85, and 
1942 Austin K2 tipping gritter, HKE 642, fleet no 42, showing progress with grit spreading. 2 : The 
development of tar spraying, with 1934 Leyland Beaver, BKJ 337, fleet no l,and JKT 113, fleet no 
85, now a Leyland ‘Steer’with a second steering axle. 3 : Atypical scene from 1942-48, with Leyland 
Beaver BKJ 337, ex-military Leyland Retriever, and Bedford OW, GKT 177, fleet no 51. 

___ J 
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THE OTHER PERSPECTIVE 

I am very sorry to have to put pen to paper or digit to key, to 
set one of your articles straight, but firstly, congratulations on 
a great magazine, as are all Kelsey publications. Yes I'm one of 
those Steelboys that attend Gaydon every year in one of many 
different types of truck. 

Some of Mr Bates comments in his Gaydon article are rather 
derogatory and sarcastic, for instance in his so called 'funnies' 
section, picture number 2, "the trailer takes up the space of 
two proper lorries". What, in his opinion, is a 'proper' lorry.? Had 
he looked or spoken to the owner or had the knowledge, he 
would have noticed that the trailer is actually 40 years old, it 
is a classic Crane Fruehauf spread-axle European/Middle East 
spec, as used in the early day of continental haulage, still in its 
original colours. The owner, David Hopkins usually pulls this 
with his period Volvo FI 2, but decided to use his 'modern' 15 
year old, in original condition future classic, Volvo FH 12 saved 
from export. 

With regard to fictitious colours and hauliers, as he seems to 
like to mention famous hauliers, such as Lloyds and Knowles, 
is it correct that Tony Knowles' classic Volvo F88 carries his 
modern day colours, and should the lorries that he and other 
famous names buy to restore in their fleet colours be restored 
in their original owners'colours? 

Like many others at the show, we are living the dream. Had 
my Dad owned his own lorry, perhaps it would have been blue 
and red, it's my rendition of what might have been, if someone 
else dares to put daughter on his cab, is it wrong, the hobby 
that we are all part of is living history with new classics coming 
to the fore, with a new generation of enthusiasts that should 
be encouraged, if I'm spending my hard earned cash on my 

v____ 



hobby, I will choose the end product. 

It maybe fictitious but, believe me, Mr Bates the bills are real, test, 
tax, insurance, repairs, yard rent and fuel, to bring my vehicle to a 
show, to share with others my passion. To be knocked in an article like 
this is disheartening. 

So, come on Mr Bates, let's see an article on your own classic lorry. 

This will give some sort of idea of what is a proper lorry looks like and 
how it should be presented. 

Steve Evans, The Steelboys. 

There we have the other side of the coin. Thank you for your reply and 
we respect your opinion, Steve. Without people like you, there might 
be no future classics. Malcolm's own classic couldn't be much more 
different from yours, a 7 922 SD Freighter or 'Tiller' LP 7670, in Borough 
of Folkestone livery, currently on loan in Northern Ireland, but hardly 
suitable for any road run. The livery and names discussion will rumble on 
for ever - we'd like to hear from other readers, for or against. 

_ J 


UNFORTUNATE COMMENTS 

I read with interest the comments regarding HCVS 
London to Brighton run of 2015 and, while I have 
never attended the event, it seems a shame that 
it was necessary to highlight what seems to be 
happening. 

I have taken part in organising a number of 
events and we all know that it very hard work, 
usually with countless problems to overcome, and 
finally the event is governed by the weather. 

Reading the HCVS magazine in the last few 
months, it is apparent to me that a much needed 
re-organisation is taking place, in all aspects of 
the Society, and long may it continue. Hopefully, 
all issues highlighted will be discussed by the 
organisers and, if agreed, implemented. 

My main interest is the HCVS Trans-Pennine Run, 
held on the first Sunday in August. I only play a 
small part but can guarantee that the organisation 
is first class, thanks to the organisers enthusiasm. 

I have heard the odd gripe in recent years, but 
the general opinion is that this is a first class event. 

I will be taking photographs again this year and 
hopefully your readers will enjoy them. 

To those of you who have not ventured up 
to Harrogate please do so, you will not be 
disappointed. 

Roy Dodsworth, via e-mail 


THE GARNER-BODIED FORD 400E 


In the'Scene & Heard'section of the 
August issue, on page 68, you published 
a letter and photos of a Garner-bodied 
Thames 400E van. The owner, Haydn 
Bateman, asked if anyone recalls these 
vehicles? Well, I can remember them. 

The local 'Mothers Pride' bakery in Cardiff 
had a small fleet of these, new in 1959. 
They were registered TKG xxx. They were 
painted a creamy white with a maroon 
front panel. 

They were used by the roundsmen to 
deliver and sell bread to householders. 
The rear had a large upper panel that 
would open up to form a shelter, while 
the lower portion would act as a counter. 
The roundsman would have 
a large wicker basket and 
would carry this on his arm, 
to take the bread and so to 
the customers. 

Alternatively, the 
customer could go to the 
van and select what they 
wanted to buy. The vans 
had horizontal wooden 
racks from waist-height 
upwards, and they would 


be angled so that loaves would gravity- 
feed, ready for the next customer. 

These had to be some of the most 
hideous-looking vehicles, but were 
designed for a purpose and not for a 
glamour parade! I have hunted around 
for many years to see if any have 
survived, just so that I can see one 
again, as most people cannot remember 
them. There were the remains of one 
at Cwmparc in the Rhondda Valley on 
an allotment in the 1970s, but all that 
was cleared away. I really hope Haydn 
is successful with this project, as this 
vehicle surely has to be the last survivor? 

Malcolm Kirk, Caitlin House 
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VINTAGE BUS AND COACH VOLUMES 1 & 2 TROJANS 


I recently purchased copies of the two photo collections, and have greatly enjoyed the 
pictures. In the introductions, you invited readers to submit additional information if they 
can add to the data. At the risk of giving information that you have already received many 
times over, may I make the following observations? 

In Volume 1, on pages 47 and 48, Midland Red 4586 and 4560 are actually SI 4 buses. The 
coach on page 48 is a C3. 

On page 50, the two saloons 4562/4708 are SI 4s. The photo was indeed taken in 
Evesham. 

On page 69, the Lodekka was actually new to Durham District Services, passing to 
United when DDS was absorbed. 

In Volume 2, on page 13 the bus station is, of course, Pool Valley. 

On page 35, the Gash Coach was FAL 737 a Daimler COGS/40 

On page 47,1 doubt whether the Lincolnshire double-decker was TD5, as it bore what 
looks like a Duple utility body. 

On page 80, the picture was of Kilmarnock Bus station. 

On page 92, the Daimler saloon was actually a Fleetline SRG6, not a Roadliner. 

I hope that if this is all too'anoraky'that you will chuck this letter in the bin! I look 
forward to forthcoming volumes of these splendid pictures. 

N C D Craig, Brixham, Devon 

Thanks for the extra information - never too anoraky? 


'FA'-REGISTERED VEHICLES 

The image of UFA 180 on the front cover of 
the current Vintage Roadscene magazine 
brought back memories from Burton on Trent 
in the 1960s! Brewery lorries with chains were 
the norm around the town, and I can confirm 
that UFA 180 was new to Marstons in 4/64. 

I was also interested to see the fire engine, 
FA 4067, for the first time. However, the 
records I hold show that it was new to 
brewers Bass, Ratcliffe and Gretton, rather 
than the County Borough of Burton Fire 
Brigade. It does not appear on listings for 
the County Borough vehicles.The larger 
breweries in Burton on Trent each had their 
own fire appliances, which were generally 
substantial enough to be available for call 
out by the town fire brigade if the need 
arose. 

David Stanier, Derbv 



High Street Names 
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I refer to the letter from Brian Saunderson 
in Issue 188 of Vintage Roadscene. He wrote 
about the battery electric Trojan vans that 
were made around 1950. They were made 
in the Trojan factory in Croydon, and were 
marketed as the 'Electrojan'. They were a 
clever design and they looked just like the 
diesel version. The Trojan diesel carried 
20cwt, while the Electrojan carried 15cwt. 

The storage batteries were located in 
pull-out draws each side of the van. The 
switchgear was housed under the bonnet, 
where the engine was normally found. 

Although they were well thought out, they 
came up against the usual drawbacks of 
limited range and speed, and high unladen 
weight. Sales were slow and Trojan pulled 
the plug on the Electrojan. Trojan stopped 
making vans in 1960, and the site has 
changed hands a few times in the last 55 
years. In the 1960s, bubble cars, go-karts, 
and racing cars were all made in there.The 
first McLaren FI cars were made in the Trojan 
factory around 1968. Ron Dennis bought 
McLaren around 1980. The site now belongs 
to Toys R Us, but the approach road to the 
site is still called Trojan Way. 

H Daulby, Croydon 

As ever, Thanks for the extra information, 
always welcome. 

JESTER'S CORNER ^ 

Many years ago, our yard foreman 
asked me if I would drop his pigeons at 
Leicester railway station. "No problem, 
mate." However, I am allergic to feathers, 
so I put the basket on top of my load, 
secured with a rope and double hitch. 

I arrived at the station to find the 
basket had split and all the birds had 
flown off. I put the basket with the 
others, paid for the onward transport 
and'that was that'. 

When I returned to the branch a few 
days later, the yard foreman thanked 
me for what I had done. He said: "I don't 
know what time they released them 
pigeons in Sheffield, but my old Dutch 
(wife)'clocked'them all in before she 
went to work. The basket came back 
damaged, I'm going to claim off British 
Railways!" 

"In that case, you will be needing this," I 
handed him the receipt, "Next time send 
your pigeons with someone you can 
trust - British Road Services." 

I have to go now - don't time fly, except 
for that Leyland clock on Shap. Why was 
it always ten minutes slow? 

Coming soon - 'athlete's foot and 
the Great North Run'- this is your final 
warning. 

The Jester from Leicester, Colin Pratt. 

V___ J 
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1: A1939 Dennis 50cwt van, still in service with the Sunlight Laundry in 1963, when 
it was 24 years old. I wonder how much Longer it survived? 2&3:Two Dennis Paxes 
of the mid-1950s, with contrasting bodywork, owned by Diploma-Maxwell (1954) 
and Highfield (1955).The Sunlight and Highfield vans are outside their company 
premises. 4: As a contrast, here is an example from the USA, a Diamond T Model 430C 
from around 1960, photographed in New York City in October 1972. 


MORE LAUNDRY VANS 

Nick Georgano has sent us some more pictures of interesting 
laundry vans:- 


CAUGHT MY EYE 

A few things caught my eye in issue 188, 
July's Vintage Roadscene. Firstly, the 
Morris LD van pictured on page 68, owned 
by Ken Wilson (no relation) really was a 
joy to behold at rallies last year and this, 
although GJF is not a north-country plate 
(Well-spotted, it's from Leicester originally 
- Ed). Secondly, as I didn't see a copy of 
June's Vintage Roadscene, can anybody 
supply me with the registration number 
of the coach at the foot of page 69 in the 
August issue please. (We'll have to ask Ken 
Wilson if he knows- ED.) 

Finally, I can identify with the incident 
shown at the top of page 70 of July's 
issue, as something similar happened to 
me about ten years ago, while driving an 
empty coach on the A591 Kendal western 
by-pass. It is a very sobering experience 
to be overtaken on your inside by one 
of your own nearside back wheels. 
Fortunately, I managed to stop before 
my inner wheel followed the outer one 
which, like the wheel from the bus in the 
picture, also crossed onto the opposite 
carriageway, thankfully without further 
incident. 

It is recommended that a 'heavy' driver 
checks the nearside rear-view mirror every 


10-15 seconds. I always followed this 
advice, so I noticed a black'blob'outside 
the line of the bodywork, with daylight 
showing between the two (I obviously 
would not have noticed this in darkness), 
and was able to pull up before the inner 
wheel came off. I suspect, therefore, that 
the bus mirror was not being checked 
sufficiently often... 

In such situations, the driver normally 
'carries the can' legally, hence July's bus 
driver's agitation. In my case, some wheel- 
studs had sheared, which transferred 
responsibility somewhat. My then 
employer made great play of the fact that I 
hadn't noticed the fault before leaving the 
garage, but I told him that if he wasn't so 
vain as to cover all the studs with a wheel- 
trim, we might actually be able to see the 
studs. Justice prevailed in the end, though, 
as he had to appear in front of the traffic 
commissioners, and I didn't... 

While catching up with this year's 
publications, I came across VR 183 
(February 2015) - sound like a Bristol 
bus chassis - which had a distinctive far 
North-west England flavour to it, with 
the shots of the Lancashire Evening Post 
vans on page 33. The photograph at the 
foot of that page was taken at Bowness- 


on-Windermere, and the road mentioned 
in the caption to the centre shot was re¬ 
numbered to A66 in the late 1960s. Great 
Clifton and Stainburn are now totally by¬ 
passed by a'new'A66, which runs directly 
into Workington, the town which, you omit 
to say, is the location for the shot at the top 
of the page. 

The shot of Grose's Seddon Atkinson 
on page 24 reminds me that this firm 
regularly visited Workington some 30 
years ago, when they brought china clay 
to a factory which made card for cereal 
packets, returning south with open-cast 
coal - something I regularly saw in black 
and white. The Badgerline Bristol RE 
shown at the top of page 51 was also a 
regular visitor to the town, but 40 years 
ago, as she was new to Whitehaven-based 
Cumberland Motor Services. 

Lastly, 'Earls Court Memories' (VR186 - 
May) makes both amusing and interesting 
reading and paragraph five on page 66 
refers to the Bristol VRL taking single and 
double-deck bodies, as did the Leyland 
Atlantean and Daimler Fleetline previously. 
Were there any single-deck bodies put 
onto the VRL or VRT chassis models? I've 
never heard of any such machines. 

Alan Wilson, Kendal 
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NEXT MONTH™ TOTO 

FEDERATED I - OFTEN OVERLOOKED 

ROAD SERVICES 

TANKERS 

CARDIFF 
TROLLEYBUSES 

MORE RALLIES 

MODEL ROADSCENE 


PLUS ALL THE 
USUAL FEATURES 

IN THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE, ON SALE SEPTEMBER 18TH 

* Cicumstances might cause the planned contents to change 




ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

1940s onwards * professionally printed from 80p inc P&P. 
Free digital images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50,000 photos at 

www.na3t.org/road 

On-line or matt order 

SAE. NA3TIVR), 14 Gannon Road* Worthing* 6N11 2DT 
eMail: mfo@na3torg Rhone: Bob 01903 235167 
Land, sea or air negative collections purchased 



CLASSIC SPAPfS 

Brake and clutch hydraulic spares for post 
7 935 classic and vintage buses, coaches and 
commercials. Kits for master cylinders, wheel 
cylinders and slave cylinders. 

New and recon cylinders. 

Brake hoses from stock or made to pattern. 
Cylinder resleeving service and one off 
manufacture available. 

Contact: Ian Wonnacott, Classic Spares, 

The Forge, Fore Street, Kenton, Devon EX6 8LF 
Phone/Fax: 01626 891645 
email: ian(5>classic-parts.co.uk 
www.classic-parts.co.uk 


BUS/RAILWAY 
COLLECTORS FAIR 


PUDSEY CIVIC HALL, LEEDS 

SATURDAY 
31ST OCTOBER 2015 

up to 100 stalls 10am to 4pm 

Admission f 1 


Enquiries to Barry Rennison 
0113 236 3695 

Email: rennison@cc-email.co.uk 
www.samuelledgardsociety.org.uk 
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An unashamed plug for the third 
in our 'Road Transport Archive' 
series, which looks at the 
transport activities of Tate & Lyle. 


T ate & Lyle was formed in 1921 

by the merger of two rival sugar 
refiners. As well as being a name 
which is still recognised to the 
majority of people - who could 
forget the cartoon-like character'Mr Cube'- 
for transport enthusiasts the company has 
always been well-known for its well-kept 
fleet of tankers and delivery vehicles. 

However, there has never been a lot 
written about Tate & Lyle Transport, as it 
was known, and relatively few pictures 
published. We have now changed that, with 
a great selection of photographs, mainly 
from the collection of Bernard Coomber, 
who worked for the company for nearly 



ROAD HAULAGE ARCHIVE j 

TATE & LYLE TRANSPORT 





30 years, as a driver, then manager, at the 
Yorkshire distribution depot. 

We could not cover the entire fleet over 
the best part of 100 years, but we have 
included a good representation of the 
different types of vehicle, from steam and 
diesel-powered lorries in the brown and red 
livery of subsidiary Pease & Son, to platform 
lorries, vans and tankers in the more 
familiar dark blue, plus those of the later 
TLT Distribution and Rockwood Distribution 
companies which came later, not forgetting 


Silver Roadways, the general haulage arm, 
originally set up in the early 1950s, to deal 
with the old licensing system. 

Perhaps sombody will one day publish 
the definitive history of this company's 
transport, which was considered important 
enough to need to ward off nationalisation 
in the early post-war years, but in the 
meantime, here are over 220 pictures of 
classic commercial vehicles, including 
Fodens, Bedfords, Guys, Scammells, Volvos 
and many more. 
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THIS MONTH’S 

NEW RELEASES 

1:76 Scale '00' gauge precision diecast models 




22402 Alexander Atlantean BRITISH AIRWAYS 

Continuing to add to our many types of vehicles on airport services. British Airways 
Alexander Atlantean LYF 314D was one of the many buses operating between their 
booking in office at the west London Terminal and Heathrow Airport. 


JULY RELEASE 



38121 Bristol VRT DEVON GENERAL N.B.C. 

Not the traditional colours we have come to expect from Devon General but looking 
good in N.B.C. green. Our flat fronted Bristol VRT, registered VOD 545K, fleet number 
545 was one of a number of buses transferred from Western National and works 
route 118 to Kingswear. AUGUST RELEASE 



32005 RCL Routemaster Coach LONDON COUNTRY 

Working out of Dorking Garage our long Routemaster Coach displays London 
Country's "flying polo" logo. Fleet number RCL 2244, registered CUV 244C is 
operating route 414 to Reigate and is one of only a handful of RCL Routemasters 
decorated in this livery. AUGUST RELEASE 


25813 Leyland DMS 1 Door WILTS & DORSET 

Another well respected company celebrating their centenary this year is Wilts & Dorset, 
the fleet was supplemented by a fairly large fleet of ex London Transport DMS. 
Registered KJD 14P, fleet number 1932 operates route 133 to Wimborne. 

JULYRELEASE 



36609 SLF Dart 2 Door Mkll ARRIVA SOUTH LONDON 

After requests for south London models we have responded with Arriva's SLF Dart, 
fleet number PDL 25, registered X475 GGO working on route 289 to Purley. 

JULYRELEASE 



18617 Bristol VR III Open Top 

SOUTHDOWN EAST & MID SUSSEX N.B.C 

What could be better than sitting on the top deck of this open topped Bristol VR III 
cruising along the coast road on a beautiful summer's day. Operated by Southdown & 
Mid Sussex, N.B.C. liveried UVW 620S, fleet number 620 works route 197 to Beachy 
Head, another Southdown Centenary model to collect. 

AUGUST RELEASE 


27630 Wright Renown BRIGHTON & HOVE METRO 

Our Wright Renown is decorated in a route specific Metro livery of the ever popular 
Brighton & Hove fleet. Number 222, registration number R322 HCD operates route 5 

to p atcham. JULYRELEASE 



29631 Leyland Olympian METROBUS 

Always popular with collectors our Metrobus model fleet continues to grow. Working 
route 161 to Chislehurst, Leyland Olympian K814 HMV carries adverts for a large UPVC 
and Double glazing company. 

JULYRELEASE 


For EFE Stockists or to Buy Direct call: 0208 344 6720 

Want to keep up to date with all our new model releases? 

Why not join our EFE Subscription Service! See our website for more details. 

www.exclusivefirsteditions.com 






























